
C
ro

si
er

 F
at

h
er

s 
an

d
 B

ro
th

er
s 

 
P.

O
. B

o
x 

50
0

 
O

n
am

ia
, M

N
 5

6
35

9
-0

50
0

No
np

ro
fit

 O
rg

an
iz

at
io

n 
U.

S.
 P

os
ta

ge
PA

ID
 

Tw
in

 C
iti

es
, M

N 
Pe

rm
it 

12
12

L
a

b
el

 n
ot

 c
or

re
ct

? 
M

ov
in

g
?  

[P
le

a
se

 r
et

u
rn

 la
b

el
s 

to
 o

u
r 

a
d

d
re

ss
 (a

bo
ve

 le
ft

) 
fo

r 
co

rr
ec

ti
on

]

C
R
O
SS

V
IE

W
Crosier Fathers and Brothers

  IN THE CROSS, SALVATION

Join us in celebrating   

the season                            of Advent 
as we begin preparing our hearts and minds 
for the coming of our Lord.

Visit our website for special Advent programs and events, 
www.crosier.org.

Sept. 10 was a 
grand day of 

celebration as the 
new priory building 

in Phoenix was 
officially dedicated. 

The Crosiers are 
grateful to all who 

helped to make this 
dream a reality.

Crosier Fathers and Brothers

  IN THE CROSS, SALVATION

Crosiers celebrate as Br. Marcos 

Leles, osc, and Br. Paulinus “Paul” 

Daeli, osc, profess solemn vows to 

the Order of the Holy Cross on 

Aug. 28!

Find out what’s happening with 

the Crosiers in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, Indonesia 

and Brazil in our Crosier World 

News section.
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I am indebted to the great Catholic theologian Karl 
Rahner, SJ, for this insight: namely, that we can and 
perhaps should speak of just ONE coming. Let us 
assume, for we do not really know, that the Big Bang 
was perhaps the beginning of God’s coming, even as 
God began to create.

Next, think of the slow ages of evolution and the eventual 
creation of human beings symbolized by Adam and Eve, 
their goodness, made in the image and likeness of God, 
and then their sin, wanting to be as God. Goodness is 
born, and then just as suddenly, the first sin is committed. 
God continues to create and to redeem.

Next, we have the gradual revealing of God through the 
prophets of Israel; the tribal religions; then Buddhism, 
Hinduism and Confucianism and even through 
Mohammed, who tried to synthesize what is best in 
Judaism and Christianity while adding his own intuitions.

But the coming of Jesus, born of the Virgin Mary, is the 
absolute highest point of God’s coming, for he entered 

God’s creation in a human fashion. As expressed in St. 
John’s Gospel, “and the Word became flesh” (John 1:14). 
The great wonders of Jesus’ life and signs culminate in 
his death, burial, descent into hell and resurrection. He 
then ascended to the Father and sent the Holy Spirit so 
that now Jesus the Christ, in both his divinity and 
humanity, becomes present to all creation. Truly, God 
has come to God’s creation.

This Christmas, as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ 
with trees, gifts and family gatherings, let us be aware 
that the continuation of God’s coming is now in our 
hearts, as we let grace conquer greed and anger and 
search for reconciliation, forgiveness and spiritual 
healing. God continues to come. 

And lastly, what about the final coming? Jesus told us at the 
end of the Gospel of Matthew chosen for this first Sunday 
of Advent: “Be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, 
the Son of Man will come” (Matthew 24:44).  @

Fr. Ernie Martello, osc, is a member of the 
Crosier Fathers and Brothers in Onamia.
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explores three comings of the Lord
FR. ERNIE, OSC, 

By Fr. Ernie Martello, osc

EL P. ERNIE, OSC,  explora las tres venidas del Señor   —  Por el P. Ernie Martello, osc

Cuando era joven, recordé haber leído en alguna 
parte que los católicos, durante el tiempo de 
Adviento, recordaban tres venidas del Señor 
Jesucristo. Las tres venidas incluyen su nacimiento 
como ser humano hace unos 2000 años, seguido de 
su venida en los sacramentos de la Iglesia, 
empezando por el Bautismo, y finalmente, su venida 
al final de los tiempos para juzgar a los vivos y a los 
muertos. La última venida se acentúa especialmente 
al comienzo del Adviento, y la primera, justo antes 
de la Navidad.

Estoy en deuda con el gran teólogo católico Karl 
Rahner, S.J. por esta idea, a saber, que podemos y 
quizás debemos hablar de una sola venida. 
Supongamos, pues no lo sabemos realmente, que el 
Big Bang fue quizás el comienzo de la venida de 
Dios, incluso cuando Dios comenzó a crear.

Luego, pensemos en las lentas edades de la evolución 
y en la eventual creación de los seres humanos 

simbolizados por Adán y Eva, su bondad, hechos a 
imagen y semejanza de Dios, y luego su pecado, 
queriendo ser como Dios. Nace la bondad, y luego, 
igual de repentinamente, el primer pecado. Dios 
sigue creando y redimiendo.

A continuación, tenemos la revelación gradual de 
Dios a través de los profetas de Israel, y en las 
religiones tribales, y luego Buda, el hinduismo, 
Confucio e incluso Mahoma, que intentó sintetizar 
lo mejor del judaísmo y el cristianismo, añadiendo 
sus propias intuiciones.

Pero la venida de Jesús, nacido de la Virgen María, 
es el punto más alto de la venida de Dios, porque 
entró en la creación de Dios de forma humana. 
Como se expresa en el Evangelio de San Juan, “y el 
Verbo se hizo carne” (Juan 1,14). La gran maravilla 
de la vida y los signos de Jesús culminan con su 
muerte, su sepultura, su descenso a los infiernos y su 
resurrección. Luego ascendió al Padre y envió al 

Espíritu Santo para que ahora Jesús el Cristo, tanto 
en su divinidad como en su humanidad, se haga 
presente a toda la creación. Verdaderamente, Dios ha 
venido a la creación de Dios.

Esta Navidad, mientras celebramos el nacimiento de 
Jesucristo con árboles, regalos y reuniones 
familiares, tengamos en cuenta que la continuación 
de la venida de Dios está ahora en nuestros 
corazones, mientras dejamos que la gracia nos 
someta para vencer la codicia y la ira, y buscamos la 
reconciliación, el perdón y la curación espiritual. 
Dios sigue viniendo. 

Y por último, ¿qué hay de la venida final? Jesús nos 
dijo al final del Evangelio de Mateo elegido para este 
primer domingo de Adviento “Estad preparados, 
porque a la hora que no esperáis vendrá el Hijo del 
Hombre” (Mateo 24,44).   @

As a young person I remembered reading somewhere that 
Catholics, during the season of Advent, recalled three 
comings of the Lord Jesus Christ. The three comings 
include his birth as a human being about 2,000 years ago, 
followed by his coming in the sacraments of the Church 
beginning with Baptism and, finally, his coming at the end 
of time to judge the living and the dead. The last coming 
was especially accentuated at the beginning of Advent 
and his first just before Christmas. 
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As people gathered for the celebration, 
someone asked me how I was feeling. I 
spontaneously said, “It feels like a wedding!!” 
I certainly felt a mix of joy, excitement and a 
few jitters as the big day had arrived, and we 
moved into the celebration after attending to 
many, many details to be prepared to welcome 
our friends and supporters who helped to 
make the new priory a reality.

I could not help but think back on the 
amazing story of how God brought us to 
Crosier Village in 2016, guided our initial 
renovations of the church, hall and office 
building and then kept us on task to address 
the need for a priory on the site. I am filled 
with gratitude and awe as I recall the many 
encounters with people in the Valley over the 
past six years that provided the foundation for 
launching our $3.2 million capital campaign 
during the height of the pandemic in 
September 2020. Those encounters have led to 
deep and lasting friendships and opened 
people’s hearts to our request for support. It is 
amazing to think that we were able to reach 
our campaign goal without being able to meet 
with people to share our plans. Receiving such 
generous support in the span of just two years 
is a tribute to the love and confidence of our 
friends and benefactors.

During the Mass on the day, we listened to a 
reading from Hebrews 13 that reminded us of 
our Crosier mission to touch suffering with 
hope: “Remember those who are in prison as 
though you were in prison with them; those 
who are being tortured as though you 
yourselves were being tortured.” Our charism 
prompts us to engage with people who are 
suffering to assure them that God’s love is at 
work to bring new life out of their suffering. 

This is a challenging mission, and the priory 
plays a critical role in sustaining us in our 
mission. A priory is much more than a place 
to live. It provides the communal and spiritual 
space for fraternal interaction, nourishment, 
study, rest and relaxation. It is where we 
connect and share the ministries of the day, 
draw strength from one another and find 
respite from the cares of the world. 

It is also a place of hospitality to welcome 
guests, friends and strangers. Our priories are 
not exclusively for Crosier use, as welcoming 
others to share in our life is part of what 
nourishes and sustains us for our mission. 
Again, from Hebrews 13, “Do not neglect to 
show hospitality to strangers, for by doing 
that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it.” We can certainly affirm that we 
have hosted many angels in living our value of 
hospitality and welcoming guests into our 
home for fellowship and meals! The reading 
from John 1, in which Jesus invites two 
disciples of John the Baptist to come and see 
where he was staying, also reflects the value of 
hospitality in Crosier Religious Life. We 
welcome others to come and see and to stay 
with us as part of the journey to God.

The prayer we used throughout the campaign 
captures beautifully our need and vision for 
the new priory: “Blessed are you, Lord, God 
of all creation, through your goodness you 
inspired Blessed Theodore de Celles and his 
companions over eight hundred years ago to 
live and pray together as Brethren of the Holy 
Cross in service to the Church and world. 
Through the intercession of St. Odilia, bless 
our efforts to establish a home where the 
Crosiers may live together to enliven their 
mission to touch suffering with hope. May 
our new priory be simple and beautiful, a 
place of welcome, a place of communion and 
a place of joy for all those seeking to 
encounter your loving embrace.” 

We are so very grateful for all those who 
helped God to answer this prayer: our friends 
and benefactors, our building committee, the 
architects and construction team and all those 
who have held our efforts in their thoughts 
and prayers these past three years. God bless 
you for your kindness and for walking with us 
into a new future for the Crosiers in Phoenix 
and beyond!   @

Fr. Tom Enneking, osc, is the conventual prior 
of the Conventual Priory of the Holy Cross. 
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LOS CROSIERS CELEBRAN 
UN NUEVO CAPÍTULO EN PHOENIX

Por el P. Tom Enneking, osc

En otra parte de este número de Crossview, encontrarás 
fotos y textos sobre la gran inauguración y dedicación de 
nuestro nuevo priorato en Phoenix. Mientras la gente se 
reunía para la celebración, alguien me preguntó cómo me 
sentía. Respondí espontáneamente: “¡Se siente como una 
boda!”. Ciertamente, sentí una mezcla de alegría, emoción 
y algunos nervios al haber llegado el gran día. Nos 
desplazamos en la celebración después de ocuparnos de 
muchos detalles para preparar la bienvenida a nuestros 
amigos y colaboradores que ayudaron a hacer realidad el 
nuevo priorato.

No pude evitar pensar en la increíble historia de cómo Dios 
nos trajo a Crosier Village en 2016, guió nuestras 
renovaciones iniciales de la iglesia, el salón y el edificio de 
oficinas, y luego nos mantuvo en la tarea de abordar la 
necesidad de un priorato. Me llena de gratitud y asombro 
recordar los muchos encuentros con la gente del Valle 
durante los últimos seis años que proporcionaron la base 
para lanzar nuestra campaña de capital de 3,2 millones de 
dólares en el punto álgido de la pandemia durante 
septiembre de 2020. Esos encuentros han dado lugar a 
amistades profundas y duraderas y han abierto los 
corazones de la gente a nuestra petición de apoyo. Es un 
tributo al amor, al apoyo y a la confianza que tienen 
nuestros amigos y benefactores, que se tradujo en un apoyo 
tan generoso en el lapso de sólo dos años.

Durante la misa de ese día, escuchamos una lectura de 
Hebreos 13 que nos recordó nuestra misión Crosier de 
tocar el sufrimiento con esperanza. “Acordaos de los que 
están en la cárcel como si estuvierais en la cárcel con ellos; 
de los que están siendo torturados como si vosotros 
mismos lo estuvierais”. Nuestro carisma nos impulsa a 
comprometernos con las personas que sufren para 
asegurarles que el amor de Dios está actuando para 
generar una nueva vida de su sufrimiento. 

Se trata de una misión exigente y el priorato desempeña un 
papel fundamental para sostenernos. Un priorato es mucho 
más que un lugar para vivir. Proporciona un espacio 
comunitario y espiritual para la interacción fraternal, la 
alimentación, el estudio, el descanso y la relajación. Es el 
lugar donde nos conectamos y compartimos los ministerios 
del día, nos fortalecemos unos a otros y encontramos un 
respiro de las preocupaciones del mundo. 

También es un lugar de hospitalidad para acoger a 
invitados, amigos y desconocidos. Nuestros prioratos no 
son de uso exclusivo de Crosier, ya que acoger a otros para 
que compartan nuestra vida es parte de lo que nos nutre y 
sostiene para nuestra misión también. De nuevo, de 
Hebreos 13, “No dejéis de mostrar hospitalidad a los 
extraños, porque haciendo eso algunos han hospedado a 
los ángeles sin saberlo”. Ciertamente, podemos afirmar que 
hemos hospedado a muchos ángeles al vivir nuestro valor 
de la hospitalidad y recibir a los invitados en nuestra casa 
para la comunión y las comidas. 

Estamos muy agradecidos a todos los que ayudaron a Dios 
a responder a nuestra oración: nuestros amigos y 
benefactores, nuestro comité de construcción, los 
arquitectos y el equipo de construcción y todos los que han 
tenido nuestros esfuerzos en sus pensamientos y oraciones 
estos últimos tres años. Que Dios los bendiga por su 
bondad y por caminar con nosotros hacia un nuevo futuro 
para los Crosiers en Phoenix y más allá.    @

CROSIERS CELEBRATE 

New Chapter in Phoenix

Copyright © 2022  CROSSVIEW 
 All rights reserved.

By Fr. Tom Enneking, osc

Elsewhere in this issue of Crossview, you will find photos and 
text about the grand opening and dedication of our new 
priory in Phoenix. In my column, I would like to offer some 
reflections and thoughts about this very special moment and 
its meaning for our Crosier life and mission moving forward.

The day’s celebration began with Mass with 
Fr. Tom Enneking, osc, presiding.
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In 2002, on Holy Thursday Mass at 
Mineirinho Arena, Marcos met the Crosiers 
for the first time. He was moved by their 
fraternal spirit and was drawn to the Crosier 
habit. After some years of personal 
discernment and academic formation, he 
decided to respond to God’s call by joining 
the Crosier postulancy in 2007. After a few 
months of close discernment with the Order, 
he was asked to return home to his former 
way of living while the Crosier Community of 
Brazil addressed some governance structure 
changes. He followed the recommendation 
but kept close contact with the Crosiers until 
they were ready to welcome him back. Finally, 
in 2015, Marcos joined the Crosier novitiate 
for two years in a normative community. On 
Feb. 18, 2017, Br. Marcos, osc, professed his 
first vows of poverty, obedience and chastity. 
Community living, ministry and religious 
formation followed his profession. 
In 2019, he was asked to 
participate in the Crosier 
International Post-Novitiate 
Experience in English 
(IPNE), which is 
managed by the 
Conventual Priory of the 
Holy Cross in the United 
States. He joined the 
program and, at the 
success of his participation, 
he was invited to keep 
pursuing his Crosier Religious 
Life and theological studies in the 
United States. In 2020, Br. Marcos 
began his theological studies at St. John’s 
School of Theology and Seminary in 
Collegeville, Minnesota, and he is currently in 
his third year. 

“After 15 years of the formation process and 
discernment,” Br. Marcos said, “I am ready 
to commit my whole life to God and to the 
Crosiers’ way of living.” Thus, he professed 
his solemn vows Aug. 26 at the Holy Cross 
Priory Church in Onamia, Minnesota. A 
couple of months after his solemn profession, 
Br. Marcos said, “I feel complete now, even 
when sometimes I still feel that I didn’t make 
my perpetual vows, it seems that the idea of 
me having made my solemn vows seemed so 
far away, and now it has come true.” He 
continued, “I feel great ownership and 
responsibility for the life of the Order at all 
its levels. I ask that everyone pray for me as I 
continue my theological studies and possible 
diaconal and priestly ordination in the 
coming years.”

Paulinus Daeli was born in February 1998 on 
Nias Island, Indonesia. Indonesia is the largest 
country in Southeast Asia and is composed of 
some 17,500 islands. The country’s primary 
religion is Islam; only three percent of the 
population is Catholic. Paul is the sixth child 
of Yosia Deli and Roba’ati Hia. He met the 
Crosiers at his home parish and was moved by 
their hospitality and passion for serving God’s 
people. Witnessing the Crosiers’ way of living 
was the seed sewn in his heart; eventually that 
seed grew and he became aware of his true 
desire to serve God’s people through Crosier 
Religious Life. Paul joined the Crosier 
postulancy in July 2015, and after two years 
of novitiate in the Crosier House of Studies in 
Bandung, Indonesia, he professed his first 
vows Aug. 28, 2017, along with eight other 
Crosiers.  

In 2021, Br. Paul, osc, was also selected 
to participate in IPNE. This 

formation program responds to 
the Order’s efforts to form 

the next generation of 
Crosiers with a better sense 
and understanding of 
Crosier international 
subsidiarity, fraternity and 
collegiality. Br. Paul 
arrived in the United States 

in September 2021. He 
began to live Crosier 

Religious Life in Phoenix; soon 
after his arrival, he began his 

English studies. After concluding his 
English studies program, Br. Paul, too, 
enrolled at St. John’s School of Theology and 
Seminary to pursue a Master of Arts in 
Theology while he joyfully continues his 
ongoing post-novitiate formation within our 
normative community in Onamia. He made 
his solemn profession of vows Aug. 26 with 
Br. Marcos. After his profession, Br. Paul said, 
“I am pleased to have had my solemn 
profession. I can see that I love the Crosiers, I 
love my way of life, and I am worthy to get 
that,” He went on to say, “I seek holiness in 
God through Crosier Religious Life, which 
means that I will dedicate myself to the 
process for the rest of my life. Although my 
family was not able to be here in person on 
my special day, they are happy for me. They 
support and pray for me as I move forward in 
my next stage of formation, which is 
ordination in the coming years.”  @

Fr. Daniel Hernández, osc, is socius for the 
Crosier novitiate and a member of the Crosier 

Fathers and Brothers in Onamia.

By Fr. Daniel Hernández, osc

BR. MARCOS LELES, OSC, AND BR. PAUL DAELI, OSC,    
PROFESS  SOLEMN  VOWS

Br. Marcos Leles, osc, professes 
to live out his baptismal commitment 

as a Crosier.

Br. Paulinus Daeli osc, professes to 
follow Christ in Crosier Religious Life.

Br. Paul and Br. Marcos 
lie prostrate before God.

Fr. Tom Enneking, osc, asks everyone 
to pray over Br. Marcos and Br. Paul.

Marcos Leles was born in August 1987 in Brazil, the largest 
country in South America and the nation with the highest number 
of Catholics. He is the first child of Antonio and Marcia Leles.  
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Mandated by our Order’s Constitutions, a 
chapter is the canonical term for official 
meetings that have both the responsibility 
and the authority to define and legislate 
the well-being of the Crosier charism and 
its members, all with a view toward the 
unity, service and faithfulness that the call 
of the Lord has entrusted to 
us. Indeed, if our religious 
witness is to be effective, 
“The entire life of the 
community, its common 
prayer, life, and work, must 
again and again be critically 
examined in the light…of the 
Gospel and its actualization 
in today’s world.” (Crosier 
Constitutions 8.2) Since 
religious living, particularly 
good and worthy religious 
living, doesn’t just happen by 
itself or by simple desire, 
chapters help ensure that 
deliberate and deliberated attention is 
given to “the voice of the Lord in the 
words of our brothers” (CC 9.1).

While every month the Phoenix and 
Onamia confreres gather for an afternoon 
chapter session by way of technology, 
there are certain nuances of human unity 
and connection that require actually being 
in a room together and spending time 
day-to-day in prayer and at table.  
Invariably, this proximate communion 
benefits the perspectives, love and 
commitment that are essential to the 
foundation of our Gospel witness as 
Crosiers, and, in line with this, the first 
morning of the week was dedicated to an 
inaugural Mass of the Holy Spirit, 
followed by personal reconnections by 
way of friendly updates and conversations 
in small groups.  

Thus begun, the afternoon of Monday and 
Tuesday’s morning brought a turn toward 
the “state of the priory,” which entailed a 
reporting to the chapter membership about 
the standing of various essential elements 
of an entity such as ours. Consequently, 
planning, recruitment of new members, 
the formation of membership young and 

old, finances, leadership discernment, 
funding and various other relevant realities 
within the Phoenix and Onamia priory 
sites were brought forward among us. The 
conventual prior (our major superior), 
Fr. Tom Enneking, osc, had prepared the 
confreres responsible for these various 

endeavors to give the chapter 
a clear overview of our reality 
that is guided under his 
leadership.

On Tuesday afternoon, a new 
dynamic was introduced to 
our meetings as 
representatives from the 
Crosier Companions 
(Arizona) and Crosier 
Associates (Minnesota)—lay 
affiliation groups who strive 
to live the Crosier charism 
and spirituality in their own 
lives—shared with us their 

vision and sense of call in relationship to 
our lives as professed Crosiers. In this 
ministry of mutual hospitality, blessings 
gained and challenges to be faced were 
well articulated. Further discernment and 
dialogue will help carry forward the right 
aims and resources for this 
shared endeavor.

Wednesday had been set aside 
for ongoing spiritual 
formation for the Crosiers 
together, and confreres Fr. 
Bob Rossi, osc, and Fr. 
Hubert Kavusa, osc were 
asked to share about the gift 
of mysticism, an essential yet 
often fleeting part of 
spirituality and the spiritual 
life. Fr. Bob spoke about 
mysticism as faith outside or 
beyond sensory perception, 
and Fr. Hubert focused on 
mysticism as addressed interpersonally 
within our Crosier Constitutions and 
traditions. Both presentations were well 
received and easily inspiring.

Thursday’s morning session was geared 
toward the work of being “formation 
communities,” that is sites that inherently 

live and model the fullness of the Crosier 
vocation in the life-breath and spiritual 
architecture of the common life. This 
session was followed by conversation in 
small groups delineated by generational 
experiences. (This opportunity turned out 
to be a highlight of the week for many.)

On Friday, Aug. 26, our last day of 
chapter, we had opportunity to hear from 
two confreres, Frs. Dave Donnay, osc, and 
Kambale Sambya Zawadi Jean-Marie, osc, 
who were present at our general chapter in 
Italy late this spring. They spoke to us of 
the initiatives of the Order over the next 
six years, in particular deepening the 
mystical dimension of Crosier Religious 
Life, fostering the prophetic witness of our 
calling and building capacity across the 
whole Order in leadership, personnel 
assignments and financial fraternity.

With the work of the chapter completed at 
noon, the community then celebrated the 
solemn (lifelong) professions of confreres 
Br. Marcos Leles, osc, from Brazil and Br. 
Paul Daeli, osc, from Indonesia. We were 
glad to welcome our all-schools alumni to 
join us in this afternoon festivity, and Br. 
Marcos and Br. Paul were very pleased 

with the crowd and 
enthusiasm ready to affirm 
their commitments to Crosier 
life and service.  

Thus ended our in-person 
chapter experience for 2022. 
While we did not make too 
many specific decisions, we 
were very successful in 
looking together at issues and 
hopes and charting next steps 
forward. We, indeed, 
celebrated fraternity and 
again and again critically 
examined in the light of the 

Gospel and its actualization in today’s 
world the entire life of the priory in its 
common prayer, life and work. How 
thankful we are to God.  @

Fr. Kermit Holl, osc, is filial prior of the 
Crosier Fathers and Brothers in Onamia.

Crosiers in Onamia and Phoenix 
share in work, blessings of in-person conventual priory chapter

By Fr. Kermit Holl, osc

During the last week of August, the conventual priory of the Crosiers in the United States met for its annual 
in-person chapter in Onamia, Minnesota, as all of the Phoenix confreres able to travel headed up from the 
warmth of Arizona’s desert sun to some shared summertime fraternity in the tree-shaded cool of the northland.  

We shared 

personal 

connections 

by way of 

friendly 

updates and 

conversations 

in small 

groups.

We examined 

traditions 

with 

enthusiasm, 

ready to 

affirm 

commitments 

to Crosier life 

and service. 
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CPE stands for clinical 
pastoral education. It is a 
course for people who 
want to be chaplains in 
hospitals or clinics. It is 
an experience that helps 
us grow in ministerial 
work. As a student at St. 
John’s University, one of 
the requirements is to 
take one of the units of 
the CPE program. 

I had the opportunity to 
participate in the CPE program 
over the summer at Banner 
Health in Phoenix. It was a 
chance for me to study and also 
to live with my brothers in our 
Phoenix priory. I spent the day 
in the hospital, and in the 
afternoon and evening I was 
with the community to pray 
together, have dinner and talk 
about happened to me during 
the day. The Crosier 
community is essential in my 
life, first and foremost because 
I live for the community, and it 
has helped me process the 
various day-to-day events as a 
hospital chaplain. This made 
my CPE experience even richer, 
because the experience of the 
confreres helped me to 
understand certain events and 
how to act in certain situations. 
I also had the joy of receiving 
one of the brothers at the 
hospital to have lunch together 
and for him to learn a little 
about my workspace.

I worked with colleagues from 
different churches and 
religions. For me a very rich 
learning moment was getting 
to know more about Judaism, 
Islam and other Christian 
denominations. We have the 
same faith in God, so from 

there we could pray together—
for the patients and for each 
other. During the program we 
always talked about what 
united us and what divided us. 
Sometimes, we also shared a 
good laugh during lunch. A 
word that translates these 
moments is respect. We 
respected each other mutually, 
and in a fraternal way we 
helped each other and shared 
what we learned.

The first CPE unit is dedicated 
to working on our emotions 
and our self-knowledge. I had a 
weekly conversation with the 
supervisor, and I also shared 
the situations that happened to 
me and how I felt; the group, 
together with the supervisor, 
helped me to understand the 
shared situation and to grow to 
better visit patients. These 
moments required humility and 
listening. I realized that it was 
necessary to listen and be 
humble and to open my heart 
to be able to listen to the 
supervisor and classmates 
about how I behaved, how the 
visit went, where I went wrong, 
where I was assertive and what 
could be better. As much as a 
person already has some 
pastoral experience, being a 
student is a daily requirement, 
because God teaches us 
through people and situations. 
As I finished this program, I 
realized how much I’ve grown 
emotionally and pastorally.

Every day, before entering the 
hospital, I said a little prayer: 
“Lord Jesus, send your Holy 
Spirit upon me, may it not be 
me visiting these people, but 
you. May it be your presence 
that they can feel. Let me be 
your little instrument.” Then I 
entered the hospital, and the 
visiting day began. When I 
returned to the priory each 
evening, during the community 
prayers I prayed for each of the 
people I visited that day. Each 
visit was a unique and rich 
moment, where I was just a 
small instrument in the hands 
of our good and gracious God. 
When I had the opportunity to 
be with some people 
in the last moments 
of life, I prayed at 
the bedside, 
recommending the 
person to God and 
that He welcome 
that son or daughter with love 
and mercy. I also prayed for the 
nurses and doctors who took 
care of that person, and even 
more, for that person’s family. 
Our mission as chaplains was 
not only for those who were 
sick, but also for families, 
nurses and doctors. It was to be 
a presence of Christ in the 
hospital environment.

In conclusion, the CPE 
program was a very rich 
experience of learning, of 
getting to know myself better, 
of being the presence of Christ 
and of being able to touch the 
crosses that people carry. It 
was a very rich moment of 
communion with brothers from 
other Christian and religious 
communities. I thank God for 
this treasured opportunity.   @

Br. Marcos Leles, osc, is a 
professed Crosier in post-
novitiate formation and a 

member of the Crosier Fathers 
and Brothers in Onamia.

a very rich 
experience 
of learningCPE

WE HAD THE SAME FAITH IN GOD, 
so from there we could pray together.

CLINICAL PASTORAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 
proves enlightening for Br. Marcos 
By Br. Marcos Leles, osc
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Friends and benefactors celebrate Holy Cross Priory 
GRAND OPENING & DEDICATION IN PHOENIX

SATURDAY, SEPT. 10, WAS A DAY TO REMEMBER AT CROSIER VILLAGE! 
The much-anticipated Holy Cross Priory’s construction was complete, and it was time 
to give thanks to God and celebrate this milestone achievement with more than 200 
Crosier benefactors and friends.

By Elisabeth Wisthoff

And what a celebration it was: newly installed bishop of the Diocese of Phoenix, the Most Rev. John P. Dolan, and 
auxiliary bishop, the Most Rev. Eduardo Nevares, participated in the Mass of Thanksgiving, while also warmly greeting 
guests and expressing admiration for the new priory. Conventual Prior Tom Enneking, osc, presided at Mass and spoke 
with great feeling about the need for establishing a Crosier priory, a central and centuries-old tradition of Crosier life.  

Novice Br. Christopher 
Erran, osc, serves as acolyte 
during the dedication Mass.

Crosiers welcome guests 
to the grand opening.

Fr. Glen Lewandowski, osc, 
and Fr. Stephan Bauer, osc, 

sing the opening song.
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A bountiful brunch then took 
place, followed by Crosiers 
leading groups of attendees 
to tour the new priory. The 
tours were followed by Crosier 
Companions distributing 
commemorative prayer cards as 
guests departed. All agreed it 
was a beautiful, happy occasion 
in which to deeply appreciate 
God’s gifts and inspiration. As 
Hebrews 3:4 states, “Every house 
is founded by someone, but the 
founder of all is God.”

For more information, contact Elisabeth Wisthoff, Director of Development     602-443-7100     |     ewisthoff@crosier.org

And so it is with Holy Cross Priory— 
    welcome home, Crosiers!

If you would like to contribute to the Crosiers, please be advised that gifts 
made by Dec. 31, 2022, may be tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.
As always, please consult with your tax advisor.

After Mass, Bishop Dolan shared his 
delight at the joyful spirit of welcome 
he experienced as well as the serenity of the 
campus, remarking that he hoped to be invited 
back to visit. Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego 
spoke of her regard for the Crosiers and their 
presence in South Phoenix, commending the 
Order for revitalizing the site and its service to 
the community. Then it was time to dedicate 
the building! All followed Crosiers and bishops 
in procession to the priory’s front door, where 
Fr. Tom blessed the building and then wielded a 
giant pair of scissors to cut the red ribbon with 
the help of Bishop Dolan and Mayor Gallego.

Guests enjoyed tours of 
the priory interior.

Most Rev. John Dolan and Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego help Fr. Tom Enneking, osc, 
cut the ceremonial ribbon.
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For longtime Phoenix residents Angela and Michael (Mike) 
Markham Sr., it is important to support charitable causes that 
not only reflect their Catholic values, but also to ensure their 
gifts have meaningful impact. “When I heard Fr. Tom speak at 
Blessed Sacrament parish during the first capital campaign for 
Crosier Village, I knew we had found what we were looking for; 
we felt like we could really make a difference,” said Angela. 
Since that first introduction, the Markhams’ connection to the 
Crosiers has only grown. They are particularly motivated to 
give because of the Crosier mission to touch suffering with hope 
and how it helps those in need. 

“We have always supported people in need... The Crosiers are 
an ideal fit as they are a small, dedicated group of priests and 
brothers trying to effect positive change in an underserved area. 
That really makes a difference to us,” Mike commented. The 
Markhams generously supported the first campaign to found 
Crosier Village and, more recently, ensured the success of the 
priory campaign. “We are at a point in our lives where we want 
to make a difference in people’s lives; we started with very little, 
raised three children and now feel very blessed to be able to 
contribute to the Crosiers,” reflected Angela.        

A fourth-generation Arizonan, Mike is the founder of Markham 
Contracting, one of Arizona’s largest full-service grading, 
paving, utility and general engineering contractors. Mike also 
generously served as a member of the priory building 
committee, where his insights and expertise were invaluable in 
the budgeting and planning of the project.  In fact, it was his 
service on the committee that planted the seed of yet another 
manifestation of Markham family generosity: the grading and 
paving of the Crosier Village parking lot.

Never a part of the building budget, the existing space was 
considered to be serviceable; however, once the priory’s 
architecture and the landscaping began to take shape, Mike 
quickly realized that the lot needed to be upgraded to present a 
unified appearance for the entire campus. “We just couldn’t 
leave it unfinished,” Mike said. 

This was the beginning of the extended Markham family’s 
commitment to the Crosiers! Angela and Mike’s adult children, 
all of whom serve as the executive leadership team at Markham 
Contracting, volunteered to complete the project. Company 
president Mike Markham Jr. and his sisters Heather (senior vice 
president) and Jennifer (chief financial officer) enthusiastically 
endorsed the plan. In addition, Mike asked Tom Markham, his 
brother and the company’s senior estimator, to take the lead on 
working with the general contractor and Markham crews to 
complete the parking lot renovation. 

The result was a significantly improved space that better 
reflected its surroundings.  As Angela commented, “We are so 
touched that our example has been embraced by our children… 
they share our sense of gratitude and want to be good stewards; 
we are confident that one day, our nine grandchildren will also 
give back.”

For the Crosiers, Angela and Mike Markham have truly shared 
their time, talent and treasure and, in so doing, have become so 
much more than benefactors—they are cherished friends. By 
fostering their philanthropic spirit within their family, they have 
ensured that a new generation will perpetuate their values in the 
years to come. And that may well be their greatest gift, not only 
to the Crosiers, but also to the many people who will be helped 
by their kindness.  @

Elisabeth Wisthoff is the director of development 
for the Conventual Priory of the Holy Cross in Phoenix.

By Elisabeth Wisthoff

Sharing time, talent and treasure is  
M A R K H A M  FA M I LY  T R A D I T I O N 

     DONORSPOTLIGHT

Angela and 
Michael Markham Sr.

When you participate in the Crosier Apostolate annual membership 
program, you engage in the life and ministry of the Crosiers. Apostolate 
members make an annual commitment, starting at $100 per year, and 
become extended members of the Crosier community. 

Apostolate gifts ensure that the Crosiers 
in Onamia and Phoenix do what they do 
best—touch suffering with hope—without 
interruption. Apostolate members receive 
a unique Crosier cross pin and are invited 
to events that uniquely honor their 
support. Plus, members are remembered 
at a weekly Mass for their special 
intentions and are enrolled in the Crosier 
Book of Life for perpetual remembrance.  

Just fill out the form and mail back the 
envelope included in this Crossview to 
activate your membership in the 
Apostolate—it’s fast, easy and makes a 
real contribution to the Crosiers and the 
spiritual accompaniment they provide, 
365 days a year.  

Now, that’s a resolution 
we can all keep!

Want to make 
a difference in 

2023? 

Join the 
Crosier Apostolate! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT Elisabeth Wisthoff, Director of Development, at 602-443-7100



W I N T E R  2 0 2 2  9

The first time I went, I was a seminarian between my second and third 
year of theological studies. I spent three weeks with other seminarians 
and theology students visiting biblical sites.  We were required to bring 
a journal, take notes and write about each site. I am thankful I did. It 
felt more like a class than a pilgrimage, but I learned a lot and had a 
journal to reference for future visits. After I left, I had a feeling that I 
would return someday. I didn’t know when, but I knew it would 
would happen again someday. I remembered the words of my novice 
director, Fr. Charlie Kunkel, osc, who said to me, “One day you’ll lead 
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.”

It was in April 2020 when I got my chance. I was contacted by Mr. 
Ace Consolacion from Seattle to lead a pilgrimage. Ace had been 
organizing pilgrimages to places such as the Holy Land for more than 
a decade. He discovered St. Odilia, our patroness of eye disorders and 
other infirmities, through our website. He called and spoke to Fr. 
Kermit Holl, osc, the filial prior in Onamia. Ace let Fr. Kermit know 
he was organizing a pilgrimage, and subsequently Fr. Kermit referred 
him to me. We originally planned to leave in October 2020. But 
because of tensions in that part of the world, and the various outbreaks 
of the COVID-19 virus, our pilgrimage was postponed for two years.

It wasn’t until May 2022 when we finally set off for our pilgrimage. As 
soon as I got off the plane, I felt a stirring and a peace in my soul. I was 
finally back! We spent the first night in Tel Aviv at a hotel near the 
Mediterranean Sea. The sound of the sea, the smell of the water and 
the sight of the shore brought a joy and a deep sense of gratitude for 
this holy place.  

Each day was full, with quite a bit of walking. We started at 8 a.m. and 
returned around 3 or 4 in the afternoon. We began each day with a 
blessing on the bus, followed by a rosary. Often, we had to walk 
through a town to visit a church that marked the holy site. The people 
were kind and understanding towards pilgrims. We started in the 
north, where John the Baptist was born, and made our way south 
toward Jerusalem. Among the towns we visited were Nazareth, 
Capernaum, Tiberius, Bethlehem, Cana, Caesarea Philippi and 
Jericho. We also went up Mount Tabor, Mount Olivet and the Mount 
of Beatitudes. We took a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. We walked in 
the Garden of Gethsemane. We saw the remains of Mary’s house and 
visited churches built at the sites where she was baptized, greeted by 
the Archangel Gabriel and visited her cousin Elizabeth. Each day, I 
celebrated Mass at one of these sites.

At each stop, our tour guide 
Andre, a Palestinian Arab 
Catholic, explained the biblical, 
historical and archaeological 
significance of the site. Being 
present at these sites brought life 
to those familiar biblical passages. 
It was not difficult to imagine Our 
Lord traversing the same foothills 
or preaching in the very same 

spots. I could picture Our Blessed Mother greeting her cousin 
Elizabeth and the disciples gathering on the shore to listen to Jesus.   

A very touching moment occurred for me on day four of our 
pilgrimage. We went to Mount Tabor, the site of the Transfiguration. 
This also happened to be the four-year anniversary of my ordination to 
the priesthood! It was a very moving and emotional experience for me 
to celebrate Mass on that day. At the site where Jesus was transfigured, 
I celebrated a day in which Jesus “transfigured” me into an ordained 
Crosier priest. Tears of gratitude flooded my eyes as I celebrated Mass 
that day.

Another moving experience was when our group prayed the stations of 
the Cross along the via crucis in the walled City of Jerusalem. We 
started at 5:30 in the morning, before the Old City “woke up.” Each 
pilgrim took turns carrying a large wooden Cross to each station. We 
stopped at each station to pray and meditate on Our Lord’s passion. 

The morning culminated with me concelebrating Mass at the Holy 
Sepulchre, the site of Our Lord’s burial. It was a little nerve-racking 
when we got there. A crowd had gathered to attend Mass. I was told by 
the stewards of that holy site, the Franciscan friars, that I would deliver 
the homily. The priest in charge told me my homily was to be “three 
minutes, no more! Now go find someone to do the first reading.” Of 
course, I walked right up to Crosier Companion Karen Walenga to tell 
her she would be my lector. “Here?!” she responded with shock and 
surprise. She accepted my last-minute request and did a wonderful job 
reading. During the Liturgy of the Eucharist, the other celebrant and I 
crawled into the inner parts of the tomb to say the Eucharistic prayer 
on an altar built over where Jesus’ body lay. What a blessing and 
privilege that was.

Overall, it was a joy to return to the Holy Land this past summer. To 
share this journey with new friends and old ones was a heartwarming 
experience for me, one that I will always remember.  The Holy Land 
will always be a special place for me, one that deepens my faith and my 
love for Our Lord and His people. It’s a place I look forward to 
returning to again and again.  @

Fr. Alex Juguilon, osc, is vocation director for the conventual priory 
and a member of the Crosier Fathers and Brothers in Phoenix.

FR. ALEX, OSC, SERVES AS SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR    
FOR HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 

By Fr. Alex Juguilon, osc

Kathy and Bill Lundeen 
carry the cross during the 

Stations of the Cross.

Fr. Alex Juguilon, osc, 
celebrates Mass at the Church 

of the Holy Sepulchre.

Tour pilgrims pause for a photo at the 
Church of the Visitation mountaintop.

This past summer, I went on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Even 
though it was my second time visiting, after years of travel 
restrictions during the pandemic, it felt like the first time. I was very 
happy to go back with new friends to visit holy places, to pray 
together and to grow in our understanding of Scripture. 



1 0  C R O S S V I E W

     CROSIER WORLD NEWS

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF THE CONGO

On Sept. 14, we had a great celebration of the 
Exaltation of the Cross in Congo, which is also 
the day of profession for most Congolese 
Crosiers. On Sept. 13, the Province of Martyrs de 
Bondo welcomed 14 postulants and 13 new 
novices. Nine brothers made their first profession, 
two confreres made solemn vows, and two 
deacons and three priests were ordained. 

INDONESIA 

The retreat center and two of the retreat houses 
in the Province of Sang Kristus on the Pratista 
campus in Bandung, Indonesia, were renovated. 
The campus aspires to be a circle of people 
providing an oasis in which anyone can find rest, 
renewing their mental and spiritual energy to 
continue their lives in a meaningful way.

This major renovation was carried out because 
the old construction and design of the building 
was no longer meeting the needs of retreat 
participants. In order to provide for its 
sustainability into the future, it was necessary 
to modernize the facilities to be able to provide 
a retreat center that serves those who use it, 
while also remaining a vital manifestation of 
the charism of the Order and its Crosier 
identity and spirituality.

BRAZIL

Our Crosier community in Campo Belo hosted a 
camp for young people with the theme: “In my 
chest I carry a cross.” Twelve young men 
participated in this gathering, reflecting on what 
life is worth living. During the night there was 
worship, a treasure hunt and recreation time with 
the community. The young people also had the 
opportunity to participate in the Liturgy of the 
Hours and the Eucharist.    @

The Crosier Apostolate
We are pleased to welcome the newest members of the 
Crosier Apostolate who joined July 19, 2022 — Oct. 15, 2022.  
We hope you will consider adding your name.

Welcome @

Mr. Rodrigo & Dr. Jane Galang 
Chula Vista, California

Zach & Mindy Schauf 
Park City, Kansas 

(In memory of Br. Emil Hartman, osc 
—nephew of Br. Emil) 

Mr. Romualdo & Dr. Carmelita Uy 
Chula Vista, California 

Workers are busy 
with the retreat house 

renovation.

Youth camp 
participants pose 
with the Crosiers 
following Mass.

The Congolese men 
in formation are 
joyful following 
the celebration.

For more information or to register for our upcoming events, 
please visit our website, www.crosier.org.@ FOLLOW US 

ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

Here are the latest news highlights from the Crosiers around the world.
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David L. Almich 
Crosier High School, 1963

Neil E. Borgstrom 
Crosier College, 1974

Darrell A. Bush 
Crosier High School, 1954

Timothy L. Curtin 
Crosier High School, 1974

Celestine “Cel” H. Funk 
Crosier College, 1966

Donald “Don” J. Goeres 
Crosier High School, 1955

Rev. David H. Gosnell 
Our Lady of the Lake 
Seminary, 1959

Martin Grubar 
Crosier High School, 1953

John Jasinski 
Our Lady of the Lake 
Seminary, 1953

Norman M. Jordan 
Crosier High School, 1958

James P. Kielty 
Crosier College, 1970

William A. Kostelecky 
Crosier High School, 1960

Joseph C. Petersen 
Crosier High School, 1940

James J. Prifrel Jr. 
Crosier College, 1974

James “Jim” A. Shasky 
Crosier High School, 1962

Harry P. Strong, Jr. 
Crosier College, 1945

Paul J. Zach 
Crosier High School, 1964

REST IN PEACE
Please join us in remembering in your prayers the following 
Crosier alumni and relatives who recently died. We send our 

heartfelt condolences to their families and friends.

Note:  The Crosier Fathers and Brothers founded and operated Crosier Seminary 
in Onamia, Minnesota (1922–1989), Sacred Heart Seminary in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana (1939–1948), and Our Lady of the Lake Seminary and 
Wawasee Prep in Syracuse, Indiana (1948–1975). 

A charitable gift annuity is a gift that 
supports the life and work of the Crosiers 
and also provides a fixed stream of income 
to the benefactor for life. Because it is both 
a gift and an investment, you are able to 
make a significant gift to the Crosiers and 
have current income to meet your own 
financial needs. Here’s how it works: 

•  In return for a gift of money or property 
(minimum gift of $1,000), the Crosiers 
agree to pay the donor or donors a fixed 
income for life. Interest rates paid on the 
annuities are fixed and guaranteed for 
life. See the table, and compare these 
rates with other similar investments.

•  You receive a generous tax deduction for 
your gift in the year it was made.

•  A significant portion of each annuity 
payment you receive during your 
lifetime is tax-free.

•  You become a partner with the Crosier 
Fathers and Brothers in our mission, 
and we will remember you in our daily 
prayers and Masses.

•  After your death, the remaining portion 
of your Gift Annuity will be used to 
support Crosier life and ministries. 

55 ........ 3.7

56 ....... 3.7

57  ....... 3.8

58........ 3.8

59 ........ 3.9

60 ....... 3.9

61  ....... 4.0

62  ....... 4.0

63 ....... 4.1

64 ....... 4.2

65  ....... 4.2

66 ....... 4.3

67 ........ 4.4

68 ....... 4.5

69 ........ 4.6

70  ....... 4.7

71  ....... 4.8

72  ....... 4.9

73  ....... 5.1

74  ....... 5.2

75  ....... 5.4

76  ....... 5.6

77........ 5.8

78  ....... 6.0

79 ........ 6.2

80 ....... 6.5

81  ....... 6.7

82 ....... 7.0

83 ....... 7.2

84 ....... 7.4

85 ....... 7.6

86 ....... 7.8

87 ........ 8.0

88 ....... 8.2

89........ 8.4

90+ ..... 8.6

CROSIER GIFT ANNUITY APPLICATION, 
WILL AND STOCK INFORMATION

 I wish to apply for a Crosier Annuity*

NAME  �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

ADDRESS   ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

CITY / STATE / ZIP  ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 

PHONE  ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

FIRST ANNUITANT SS# �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  BIRTH DATE ��������������������������������������������������

SECOND ANNUITANT SS# ������������������������������������������������������������������������������  BIRTH DATE ��������������������������������������������������

If you wish to take out an Annuity, please indicate payments desired.

ANNUALLY ������������������������������������  SEMI-ANNUALLY �����������������������������������������  QUARTERLY �������������������������������������������

 Please send me more information about including the Crosiers in my will.
  I would like a representative from the Crosiers to contact me about including 
the Crosiers in my will.

 Yes, I have already included the Crosiers in my will.
 I would like to make a gift of appreciated stock. Please call me.
 I am interested in making a direct gift from my IRA account. Please call me.

Make checks payable to the 
Crosier Fathers and Brothers and send to: 

Crosier Fathers and Brothers 
attn: Fr. Kermit Holl, osc 
PO Box 500 • Onamia, MN 56359-0500

*  Currently, Charitable Gift Annuities are not available in Arkansas, California, 
Hawaii, Maine, New Jersey, New York, South Dakota, Tennessee or Washington.

RATES FOR GIFT ANNUITIES 
[SINGLE LIFE]

For questions or more information, please call 

320-532-5295

Consider a Charitable Gift Annuity—It may be right for you

AGE      % RATE AGE      % RATE

@

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CROSIERS, 
PLEASE CONTACT US

602-443-7100  •  crosier@crosier.org  •  www.crosier.org

OUR NEXT GENERATION OF CROSIERS: 
from back left: Fr. Jean-Marie Vianney, osc, Br. Eric Kalimbiriro, osc, 

Fr. Daniel Hernández, osc, Fr. Alex Juguilon, osc 
from front left: Fr. Kosman Sianturi, osc, Br. Paul Daeli, osc, 

Br. Marcos Leles, osc, Fr. Hubert Kavusa, osc, Br. Christopher Erran, osc

The Crosier Fathers and Brothers
Bearing our gifts of community, prayer and service to 

the Church and world for more than 800 years

Living Together for God Alone


