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The International Post-Novitiate in English (IPNE) 
program was a result of the 2015 General Chapter 
Relict of the Order’s vocation formation plan. The 
Crosier extended council discussed the program’s 
necessity in October 2019, and on March 11, 2020, 
Master General Laurentius Tarpin, osc, received the 
consent of his council to establish the program as ad 
experimentum (on an experimental basis). He 
requested that the Conventual Priory of the Holy 
Cross in the United States administer the program.

Two of our younger Crosier brothers have been 
assigned to this program: Br. Paulinus Daeli, osc, from 
the Province of Sang Kristus in Indonesia, and Br. Eric 
Kalimbiriro Kadalikashereza, osc, from the Province of 
Martyrs de Bondo in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. Both of these brothers are studying English at 
Arizona State University in Tempe, Arizona, before 
moving on to theological studies. 

Br. Eric was born in 1994, in Congo. He entered 
novitiate Sept. 13, 2017, and made his first profession 
of vows Sept. 13, 2019. He arrived in the United 
States for the IPNE program on Oct. 10, 2021. His 
initial visit was with the Crosier community in 
Onamia before moving to Phoenix. In both 
communities, he has experienced warm welcome and 
acceptance from all confreres. 

Aside from improving his English skills, Br. Eric is 
also working on his personal development plan 
(PDP). He recognizes his PDP has been the subject of 
his formation process since he started the program. 
He understands following the community schedule is 
part of the way to deepen the Crosier Religious Life 
in an international community. Br. Eric said, “It’s 
really a very good source of inspiration and an open 
way to discover other cultures. For me this program 
is a success of human and spiritual formation of 
young Crosiers.” 

Br. Paulinus (Paul) Daeli was born on Nias Island, 
Indonesia, in 1998. He entered the Crosier novitiate 

July 5, 2015, and professed his first vows Aug. 28, 
2017. He arrived in the United States on Sept. 20, 
2021. He participated in an English course while he 
was still in Indonesia and passed the Test of English 
as a Foreign Language (TOEFL). He also studied 
American culture through popular media such as 
YouTube, TikTok and Instagram prior to his arrival. 
He learned from some of his Indonesian confreres 
about how the American confreres live their Crosier 
Religious Life. 

Br. Paul was very proud when he heard about his 
assignment to join the IPNE, not only because it 
would be his first time traveling to the United States, 
but because he was chosen to represent his Indonesian 
brothers. Br. Paul mentioned he received a very good 
orientation to the program. He said, “From the 
documents that I have received, I learned that this 
program is ad experimentum. However, from the 
beginning I have felt very welcomed and comfortable 
to live among the community members.”

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
Br. Eric believes this program needs to be continued 
in the future to deepen the formation, charism and 
culture of the Crosiers. He said, “It is preferable for 
brothers who are in this program to continue to study 
theology here for two reasons: First, it allows us to 
maximize the English language while studying. 
Second, it can allow us to pursue a unitary formation, 
theology being an integral part of it. In conclusion, 
my experience in this program is very positive.”

Br. Paul asserts this program has strengthened his 
vocation, and he hopes this program will be 
continued beyond ad experimentum. He believes 
many young brothers will happily join this program 
if they have the opportunity. Therefore, he suggests 
this program should be longer than two years and 
rather until participants finish theology, which is 
three or four years. “With the program we have 
now, we learn English for a year and then study 
theology for another year. When we go back to our 
countries, we have to begin yet another program for 
theology,” he said. With a shorter program, Br. Paul 
thinks some people may think of IPNE as a 
“vacation” in the United States before the brothers 
return to theological study in their home countries, 
but he knows that IPNE is an integrated part of their 
formation in Crosier Religious Life.
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From time to time, people will 
ask how I am doing in my 
position as conventual prior 
and how I spend my days. As I 
respond, one dimension of my 
life unfolds into another, and I 

become aware of how diverse and varied my days 
and engagements are. Thankfully, I am an 
extravert so I enjoy the many different 
opportunities I have to engage with life! I am a 
strong believer in the notion that God puts us 
where we need to be at any given moment, like 
Mary being placed in the presence of Elizabeth 
for the Visitation. I try to keep that image in 
mind as I go about my days and service as 
conventual prior. So, what have I been up to?

As many of you know, we are in the process of 
building a new priory in Phoenix. As I write this, 
the painters are putting the finishing touches on 
the outside of the building and the roof tiles are 
in place. It has been very exciting to watch the 
building rise and the steady forward progress 
despite labor and supply issues impinging on 
construction these days. The project has called 
for my attendance at construction team meetings 
every two weeks; I continue to learn more about 
the world of construction. Of course, to be where 
we are today has meant focusing attention on 
raising funds to build the priory. While it has 
taken significant time and energy, it has been a 
blessing speaking with so many of you about our 
life and mission and how the priory project will 
help us to expand our presence to serve others. I 
am the beneficiary of gracious words of support 
and care; I am humbled by the incredible 
generosity of so many. When I read the lives of 
the saints, I am much more attuned to their 
common experience of having others provide 

them the resources to carry out the mission to 
which God called them. The Crosiers and I share 
in that experience every day; the new priory 
project has crystallized the experience of the 
grace of God through the warm and generous 
support we have received.

The members of our community are our most 
significant resource as a religious institute, so a 
significant part of my time and energy is paying 
attention to my confreres. While I reside in 
Phoenix, I generally spend the third week of 
every month in Onamia to be present and 
engaged with my confreres there. I meet 
monthly with my council, or leadership team, to 
stay in touch with what is happening in both of 
our communities and also to prepare the agenda 
for our monthly Zoom chapter, which we have 
been doing since 2018. The chapter is a spiritual 
gathering of the community and forms the heart 
and nucleus of our life, so we work at input and 
processes that are intended to help us grow in 
our vocation as consecrated religious in the 
Crosier tradition of canons regular. These 
efforts are very satisfying, especially when I hear 
evaluative comments that reflect new insights 
and the deepening of our religious and 
communal fellowship.

Within my service to the confreres, I pay close 
attention to the international members from 
Congo and Indonesia who have been assigned 
here by the master general to work in our Global 
Development Office. During their first year here 
especially, I meet regularly with these confreres 
to support them in their adjustment to our 
culture and style of living Crosier Religious Life. 
Their presence enriches our life as they share 
other perspectives and cultural sensitivities; we 
are blessed (and stretched!) to live as the United 
Nations every day. 

Another dimension of my service to our members 
has to do with initial formation. During my 
monthly visits to Onamia, I meet with our men in 
initial formation (novitiate and post-novitiate) to 
support and encourage them in their vocational 
discernment and development. It is a blessing to 
sense the movement of the Spirit in the lives of these 
fine confreres who provide hope for the future. In 
addition, we have also been asked by the Order to 
host the International Post-Novitiate in English 
(IPNE). We currently have two of our men in initial 
formation, one from Congo and the other from 
Indonesia, living with us in Phoenix and studying 
English. This two-year program is intended to 
provide younger members from other areas of the 
Order with an experience of the international 
character while also gaining facility with English, 
which is the official language of the Order.

While the work of administration is the primary 
focus of my time and energy, I also take time to 
serve our incarcerated brothers and sisters in the 
Maricopa County jails. As a musician, I continue 
to provide accompaniment and assistance in the 
preparation and celebration of our liturgical life. 
These are very creative outlets for me and provide 
a balance to the role of spiritual leadership 
entrusted to me as conventual prior. I ask your 
continued prayers for our community that God 
will send us more vocations so we may continue 
our mission to touch suffering with hope.    @

Fr. Tom Enneking, osc, is the conventual prior 
for the Conventual Priory of the Holy Cross. 
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LA VIDA DEL PRIOR CONVENTUAL 
ES MULTIDIMENSIONAL 
Por Padre Tom Enneking, osc

De vez en cuando, la gente me pregunta cómo me va en mi 
cargo de prior conventual y cómo paso mis días. A medida 
que respondo, una dimensión de mi vida se despliega en otra, 
y me doy cuenta de lo diversos y variados que son mis días y 
mis compromisos. Afortunadamente, soy una persona 
extravertida, así que disfruto de las diferentes oportunidades 
que tengo de comprometerme con la vida. Creo firmemente 
en la idea de que Dios nos pone donde necesitamos estar en 
cada momento. Entonces, ¿qué he estado haciendo?

Como muchos de ustedes saben, estamos en el proceso de 
construcción de un nuevo priorato en Phoenix. Ha sido muy 
emocionante ver el edificio formarse desde los cimientos y el 
progreso constante, con los problemas de mano de obra y 
suministro que afectan al mundo de la construcción en estos 
días. El proyecto ha requerido mi presencia y participación 
en las reuniones del equipo de construcción cada dos 
semanas; sigo aprendiendo más y más sobre el mundo de la 
construcción. Por supuesto, estar donde estamos hoy 
también ha implicado centrar la atención en la recaudación 
de los fondos necesarios para construir el priorato. He 
encontrado una gran bendición al hablar con tantos de 
nosotros sobre nuestra vida y misión y sobre cómo el 
proyecto del priorato nos ayudará a expandir nuestra 
presencia y a impactar a más y más personas. Soy el 
beneficiario de escuchar tan amables palabras de apoyo y 
cuidado, además de sentirme humilde por la increíble 
generosidad de tantos. El proyecto del nuevo priorato ha 
cristalizado la experiencia de la gracia de Dios a través del 
cálido y generoso apoyo que hemos recibido.

Nuestro recurso más significativo como instituto religioso 
son los miembros de nuestra comunidad, por lo que una 
parte importante de mi tiempo y energía es prestar atención 
a mis cohermanos. Aunque resido en Phoenix, paso la 
tercera semana de cada mes en Onamia para estar presente y 
comprometido con los cohermanos de allí también. Me 
reúno mensualmente con mi consejo o equipo de liderazgo 
para estar en contacto con lo que ocurre en nuestras dos 
comunidades y también para preparar la agenda de nuestro 
capítulo mensual de Zoom. El capítulo es un encuentro 
espiritual de la comunidad y constituye el corazón y el núcleo 
de nuestra vida, por lo que trabajamos en aportaciones y 
procesos que pretenden ayudarnos a crecer en nuestra 
vocación como religiosos consagrados en la tradición de 
Crosier. Estos esfuerzos son muy satisfactorios, 
especialmente cuando escucho comentarios evaluativos que 
reflejan nuevas percepciones y profundización de nuestra 
comunión religiosa y comunitaria.

Dentro de mi servicio a los cohermanos, presto especial 
atención a los miembros internacionales del Congo e 
Indonesia que han sido asignados aquí por el maestro general 
para trabajar en nuestra Oficina de Desarrollo Global. 
Especial-mente durante su primer año aquí, me reúno 
regularmente con estos cohermanos para apoyarlos en su 
adaptación a nuestra cultura y estilo de vivir la Vida 
Religiosa Crosier. Su presencia enriquece nuestra vida ya que 
comparten otras perspectivas y sensibilidades culturales; 
tenemos la bendición (¡y la exigencia!) de vivir como las 
Naciones Unidas cada día. 

Otra dimensión de mi servicio a nuestros miembros tiene que 
ver con la formación inicial.  Durante mis visitas mensuales 
a Onamia, me reúno con nuestros hombres en formación 
inicial (noviciado y posnoviciado) para apoyarlos y 
animarlos en su discernimiento y desarrollo vocacional. Es 
una bendición sentir el movimiento del Espíritu en las vidas 
de estos magníficos cohermanos que proporcionan esperanza 
para el futuro. Además, la Orden nos ha pedido que 
acojamos el posnoviciado Internacional en inglés (IPNE). 
Actualmente tenemos a dos de nuestros hombres en 
formación inicial, uno del Congo y otro de Indonesia, 
viviendo con nosotros en Phoenix y estudiando inglés. Este 
programa de dos años pretende proporcionar a los miembros 
más jóvenes de otras zonas de la Orden una experiencia de 
carácter internacional, al tiempo que adquieren soltura con 
el inglés, que es la lengua oficial de la Orden.

Aunque el trabajo de administración es el enfoque principal 
de mi tiempo y energía, también saco tiempo para servir a 
nuestros hermanos y hermanas encarcelados en las cárceles 
del condado de Maricopa. Como músico, sigo 
proporcionando acompañamiento y asistencia en la 
preparación y celebración de nuestra vida litúrgica. Estas son 
salidas muy creativas para mí y proporcionan un equilibrio 
al papel de liderazgo espiritual que se me ha confiado como 
prior conventual. Les pido que siguan rezando por nuestra 
comunidad para que Dios nos envíe más vocaciones y 
podamos continuar con nuestra misión de tocar el 
sufrimiento con esperanza.   @
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[CONVENTIONAL PRIORY… continued from page 1]

For more than 10 years, the 
Crosiers have served at Vi at 
Grayhawk, a senior living and 
care community in Scottsdale, 

Arizona. Fr. Jerry Thaar, osc, was the first Crosier 
to minister to the residents, followed by Fr. Dave 
Donnay, osc, and now me.

There is a wide variety of faith traditions at Vi, and 
these faith traditions find inspiration in a number of 
ways. But two significant examples are the 
Christians who gather from Protestant backgrounds 
for a worship service on Saturdays at 3 p.m., and at 4:30 p.m., a Catholic Mass is celebrated with 
30–40 Catholics, and at times, a number of guests, in attendance.    

One of the most venerated worship services at Vi is Ash Wednesday. Each year, a Catholic Mass is 
celebrated with the imposition of ashes. This year, however, knowing that other Christians 
observe the “ash ritual,” Fr. Jude approached the leadership of the Catholic and Protestant 
services and proposed having an Ash Wednesday Ecumenical Prayer Service. The idea was 
enthusiastically accepted by both leadership groups. 

This year, more than 65 Christians of diverse faiths 
gathered to hear the Word of God, to reflect on the 
significance of Lent and to have the option of 
having ashes imposed on their forehead.  The 
service was presided over by Vi resident Rev. Lester 
Hoffmann, a retired Lutheran pastor, and me. Each 
of us selected a scripture passage, which was read 
by a member of that Christian community, and 
shared a reflection on the passage.

The service was very much appreciated by the 
participants with many saying that “we should do 
this again each year!” Some of the residents shared 
their thoughts:

Andrea Wargo, who proclaimed the Scripture for the Catholics, said, “It was a wonderful thing 
for the Christian community, Catholics and Protestants, to hear the Word of God during the 
service. The words of the Prophets, Moses and Joel, and the reflections of Fr. Jude and Minister 
Hoffmann gave us a timely reminder to reflect on 
the need for penitence and prayer. We all need a 
reminder especially during this Lenten season.”

Ralph Lipfert, who coordinates the Catholic Mass 
each Saturday, shared, “When I heard about the 
proposed ecumenical service, I was instantaneously 
enthusiastic. We are very close to our neighbors in 
this community, and anything that furthers a sense 
of togetherness and magnifies our common beliefs 
is very worthwhile. After the service was complete, 
residents, even those with no previous experience 
with the faith traditions, were positive and 
appreciative of the expression of unity among a 
spectrum of Christian practices.”

Co-presider Rev. Hoffmann said, “As believers from different traditions we sensed a oneness of 
the Spirit, bringing us all together for a common purpose. This was enhanced by the current 
world situation. We trust this tradition can continue.”

Fairlie Glynn, a regular Catholic Saturday participant, commented, “I thought the service was 
great. The two ‘pastors’ were perfect for the service, and I look forward to a repeat next year.”  

Another ecumenical service—the Blessing of Animals—took place April 11. Many Vi residents 
have pets, and they felt this blessing would be another good ecumenical endeavor with Rev. 
Hoffman and I performing the blessings. A wide variety dogs graced the “blessing area” and were 
pretty well behaved!  

Of course, much more goes on in both the ecumenical sphere and interfaith sphere. But for now, 
these events bring together Christians of diverse backgrounds.  @ 

Fr. Jude Verley, osc, is a member of the Crosier Fathers and Brothers in Phoenix.

ECUMENICAL SPIRIT 
ALIVE & STRONG  
at senior living community in Arizona

By Fr. Jude Verley, osc

Rev. Les blesses one of the resident 
dogs at Vi at Grayhawk in 

Scottsdale, Arizona.

Rev. Lester Hoffmann and Fr. Jude 
Verley, osc, take a moment after 
leading an Ecumenical Prayer 

Service on Ash Wednesday.

Fr. Jude chats with Vi resident 
Diana Oliphant.

Br. Paul is very open to this program and would 
like to see it succeed. Another option for best 
practice, in his opinion, would be for brothers 
who have finished theology in their respective 
countries to join the program. For that group, a 
two-year program would be suitable. Overall, he 
is happy to be participating and is learning a lot.

The master general emphasizes that IPNE is an 
international program designed to provide 
opportunities for young Crosiers to experience 
Crosier Religious Life in an international context. 
During the program, participants are equipped 
with formation in Crosier Religious Life, 
interculturality and leadership. The participants 
are potential leaders of the Order both in their 
respective areas and at the international level 
because they will have had some international 
experiences with broader perspectives and 
horizons. Their common interactions with other 
confreres will enrich and strengthen them as 
Crosier brothers. This clearly will be of great 
benefit for the further collaboration of Crosiers in 
the worldwide Order. 

The master general anticipates the Order, as a 
whole, will support the IPNE program. Each area 
of the Order is to assign potential formandi to 
participate. For the sake of assuring the success of 
this program, the best candidates should be 
selected based on the following criteria:

a)  They have been in simple vows for at 
least two years;

b)  They have obtained a bachelor’s degree 
in philosophy, as to be able to study 
theology;

c)  They have an ability to improve their 
English language skills;

d)  They are relatively mature and show 
good character;

e)  They have a strong commitment to 
Crosier Religious Life;

f)  They have a sense for being responsible 
for the charism of the Order and its 
future, potentially in roles of leadership 
and/or formation; and 

 g)  They are willing to learn within an 
international and intercultural context.

Master General Tarpin adds that areas of the 
Order are also expected to provide qualified 
formators to serve within the program. 

We hope, pray and support the success of this 
IPNE program. May God’s glory be in it!   @

Fr. Yohanes Berchmans Rosaryanto, osc, 
is a member of the general council 

and resides in Rome.

In Phoenix, 
Br. Paulinus 

(Paul) Daeli, osc, 
enthusiastically 

works on his 
homework 

assignments.
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When I was in high school, I remember a very popular 
cartoon book called “Where’s Waldo?” The cartoon 
consisted of trying to find Waldo in his distinctive red and 
white striped shirt and hat among crowds and crowds of 
people in a given location. Trying to pick out Waldo amid 
two pages of illustrations was challenging and fun at the 
same time. In some ways, as vocation director, that search 
for Waldo is similar to my search for a new “Crosier” amid 
the crowds and crowds of people! It is simultaneously a 
challenge and a joy at the same time.

One of the major challenges I faced when I became 
vocation director was knowing where to find 
potential vocation candidates. In a population of 
4.6 million people in the metro Phoenix area, 
where do you go to encounter men discerning a 
religious vocation?

In my discussions about vocation strategies with 
our conventual prior, Fr. Tom Enneking, osc, we 
decided the best chance of getting new candidates 
was to build relationships with those who have 
the potential to pursue a Crosier vocation. To do 
this, we had to increase our presence in places 
they were likely to frequent.  

In 2017, I served my diaconate year at St. Gregory 
Catholic Parish in Phoenix, and I was ordained to 
the priesthood there in 2018. I was assigned to St. 
Gregory’s to assist the pastor, and I continue 
serving at the parish doing weekend assistance, 
teaching in the RCIA program and teaching 
religion class to junior high school students. 
More than a few of my students have said to me 
they would like to pursue the priesthood 
someday. Some have even said they would like to 
be Crosiers. Because of their age, this is a long-
term investment, and no one knows how God 
may call them. But at least the seed has been 
planted that Crosier Religious Life is an option 
for them to pursue.

Another way we decided to increase our presence 
was through chaplaincy. In August 2018, I became 
chaplain to the Young Catholic Professionals 
(YCP) chapter in Phoenix. As chaplain, I am the 
primary spiritual shepherd for young men and 
women with a desire to be the next generation of 
Catholic leaders. I meet regularly with members of 
their leadership team and attend monthly events 
that enable me to engage with many young adults, 
some of whom have the desire to pursue religious 
life. Another opportunity for chaplaincy is 
through the Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students (FOCUS). This is a collegiate outreach 
whose mission is to share the hope and joy of the 
Gospel with college and university students. Prior 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, I took part in a 
mission trip to Belize with 11 college students.

In August 2019, I began my association with 
Benedictine University in Mesa, Arizona. This is 
a satellite campus of the main university in Lisle, 
Illinois. As chaplain there as well, I serve the 
spiritual needs of about 500 students in various 

undergraduate programs. I increased my role to 
adjunct professor by teaching patristics to 
theology to students. This coming fall semester, I 
will be teaching a bioethics class. Being 
associated with a university is another way we 
increase our Crosier presence and help plant the 
seed for future Crosier vocations.

And lastly, with the encouragement and 
persistence of our communications director, we 
increased our presence through the digital world. 
In fact, it was through our new website that our 
current novice, Christopher Erran, pursued a 
Crosier vocation! We are active on Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter and YouTube and are members 
of other online organizations that promote and 
encourage religious vocations.  

As a sign that we are building relationships 
through our associations and that these 
relationships have the potential to bear fruit in 
Crosier vocations, in December, we held an 
afternoon Advent reflection. Eleven men, some of 
whom are discerning a vocation to religious life 
or the priesthood, attended the event. 
Participants came from Benedictine University, 
St. Gregory Parish, Young Catholic Professionals, 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Monastery, and our own 
Sunday Mass community at our priory church at 
Crosier Village.

The afternoon included activities, presentations, 
group discussions and time for reflection and 
Adoration. The event ended with Vespers and the 
men cooking with the community members before 
dinner. All of the attendees said they enjoyed the 
experience and spending time with our 
community. They said they look forward to 
coming back for another one. Some of the men 
join us monthly for evening prayer and dinner.

It has been a joy to engage with the many young 
adults I meet through these associations. I feel 
privileged to accompany young men discerning 
their call in life, and I believe these relationships 
will eventually bear fruit in Crosier vocations. I 
ask for your prayers that God will bless us 
abundantly in our search for new candidates. It 
can be a challenge—but well worth the effort—
and joyful, when we finally find our candidate 
amid a crowd!   @
Fr. Alex Juguilon, osc, is vocation director for the 
conventual priory and a member of the Crosier 

Fathers and Brothers in Phoenix.

Members of FOCUS excitedly pose for a photo before their
mission trip to Belize with Fr. Alex Juguilon, osc.

By Fr. Alex Juguilon, osc

VOCATION JOURNEY CONTINUES    
 FOR FR. ALEX JUGUILON, OSC

EL VIAJE VOCACIONAL 
CONTINÚA  
para el 
P. Alex Juguilon, osc

Por P. Alex Juguilon, osc

Cuando estaba en el instituto, recuerdo que había 
un libro de dibujos animados muy popular 
llamado “¿Dónde está Waldo?” Los dibujos 
animados consistían en tratar de encontrar a 
Waldo con su distintiva camisa y sombrero a rayas 
rojas y blancas entre multitudes y multitudes de 
personas en un lugar determinado. Tratar de 
encontrar a Waldo entre dos páginas de 
ilustraciones era un reto y una diversión al mismo 
tiempo. En cierto modo, como director de 
vocación, esa búsqueda de Waldo es similar a mi 
búsqueda de un nuevo “Báculo” entre la multitud 
y la multitud de personas. Es un reto y una alegría 
al mismo tiempo.

Uno de los principales retos a los que me enfrenté 
cuando me convertí en director de vocaciones fue 
saber dónde encontrar posibles candidatos a la 
vocación. En una población de 4,6 millones de 
personas en el área metropolitana de Phoenix, 
¿dónde encontrar hombres que disciernan una 
vocación religiosa?

En mis discusiones sobre estrategias vocacionales 
con nuestro prior conventual, el P. Tom Enneking, 
osc, decidimos que la mejor oportunidad de 
conseguir nuevos candidatos era construir 
relaciones con aquellos que tienen el potencial de 
seguir una vocación Crosier. Para ello, teníamos 
que aumentar nuestra presencia en los lugares que 
probablemente frecuentan.  

En 2017, cumplí mi año de diaconado en la 
parroquia católica de San Gregorio en Phoenix, y 
me ordené allí en 2018. E asignaron a San 
Gregorio para ayudar al párroco, y continúo 
sirviendo en la parroquia haciendo asistencia de 
fin de semana, enseñando en el programa RCIA y 
enseñando la clase de religión a los estudiantes de 
secundaria. Muchos de mis alumnos me han 
dicho que les gustaría ser sacerdotes algún día.  
Algunos incluso han dicho que les gustaría ser 
Crosiers. Debido a su edad, se trata de una 
inversión a largo plazo, y nadie sabe cómo puede 
llamarlos Dios. Pero al menos se ha plantado la 
semilla de que la Vida Religiosa Crosier es una 
opción para ellos.

Otra forma en que decidimos aumentar nuestra 
presencia fue a través de la capellanía. En agosto 
de 2018, me convertí en capellán del capítulo de 
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Jóvenes Profesionales Católicos (YCP) en Phoenix. 
Como capellán, soy el principal pastor espiritual de 
hombres y mujeres jóvenes con el deseo de ser la 
próxima generación de líderes católicos. Me reúno 
regularmente con miembros de su equipo de liderazgo y 
asisto a eventos mensuales que me permiten 
relacionarme con muchos jóvenes adultos, algunos de 
los cuales tienen el deseo de seguir la vida religiosa. 
Otra oportunidad para la capellanía es a través de la 
Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS). 
Se trata de una iniciativa universitaria cuya misión es 
compartir la esperanza y la alegría del Evangelio con 
los estudiantes universitarios. Antes de la pandemia de 
Covid-19, participé en un viaje misionero a Belice con 
11 estudiantes universitarios.

En agosto de 2019, comencé mi asociación con la 

Universidad Benedictina en Mesa, Arizona. Este es un 
campus satélite de la universidad principal en Lisle, 
Illinois. Como capellán allí también, sirvo las 
necesidades espirituales de 500 algunos estudiantes en 
varios programas de pregrado. Aumenté mi papel de 
profesor adjunto enseñando patrística a los estudiantes 
de teología. Este próximo semestre de otoño, impartiré 
una clase de bioética. Estar asociado con una 
universidad es otra manera de aumentar nuestra 
presencia Crosier y ayudar a plantar la semilla para 
futuras vocaciones Crosier.

Y por último, con el estímulo y la persistencia de 
nuestro director de comunicaciones, aumentamos 
nuestra presencia a través del mundo digital. ¡De 
hecho, fue a través de nuestro nuevo sitio web que 
nuestro actual novicio, Christopher Erran, buscó una 

vocación Crosier! Estamos activos en Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, YouTube y somos miembros de 
otras organizaciones en línea que promueven y alientan 
las vocaciones religiosas.  

Ha sido un placer relacionarme con los muchos jóvenes 
adultos que conozco a través de estas asociaciones. Me 
siento privilegiado de acompañar a los jóvenes que 
disciernen su llamada en la vida, y creo que estas 
relaciones acabarán dando sus frutos en las vocaciones 
de Crosier.  Pido sus oraciones para que Dios nos 
bendiga abundantemente en nuestra búsqueda de 
nuevos candidatos. ¡Puede ser un reto, pero bien vale la 
pena el esfuerzo - y la alegría, cuando finalmente 
encontramos nuestro candidato en medio de una 
multitud!   @

[EL VIAJE VOCACIONAL… continued from page 4]

CROSIER JAIL MINISTRY HAS PROFOUND IMPACT 
on incarcerated man in Arizona

The Crosiers reach out to incarcerated brethren through their jail and prison ministry. They offer Holy Communion, 
confessions and spiritual direction to those who seek out a Catholic priest. The inmates who take part in this ministry 
come to the Crosiers willingly, and they are open to hearing God’s word and receiving the solace and guidance found 
there. Many of the inmates who participate in spiritual direction are appreciative of this special ministry. Following is a 
letter written by an inmate whom Fr. Tom Enneking, osc, accompanied during this time of incarceration.

Dear Fr. Tom,

I’ve got something I want to share with you. A really good friend of mine in here came up to me with 
tears running down his face and I could see and hear the pain in his voice. He told me that he really 
needed to talk to me because he just lost a very close loved one in his life. His uncle passed from 
COVID and he was also like another father to him. I was somewhat surprised that he came to me 
and not a counselor or even the chaplain. 

My heart went out to him and I started giving him words of love and comfort and peace. I was 
letting him know that he is not alone and that God has His arms of comfort, strength and love 
wrapped around him. I let him know that I will always be there for him and together we can give it 
all to the Lord above. He hugged me for the longest time and thanked me for being there and telling 
him the words he needed to hear. 

Before he left, I told him that my heart is always full of faith and love for God and if he ever feels 
like his is fading or if doubt is crossing his mind, I will always have enough in my heart for him. 
Then I started to tear up because I was thinking about my dad and my brother Michael. I know 
that the Lord was working through me because when I reflect back to when I was out there, I don’t 
think I could have found the words He gave me to say to my friend. Is this like a calling, Father? 
This is not the first time it’s happened. 

Many of these youngsters come to me and ask for different kinds of advice or encouragement and 
without hesitation I am there for them. I wasn’t like this out there! Is putting my life on hold for 25 

years for something I didn’t do a reason for finding my 
purpose? Are my family tragedies and losses and pain 

supposed to help me find the words to help these 
kids in here? Is this where I really need to be 
right now? Now I know what it means when 
they say that God does reveal Himself in His 
time! I guess for me it took Him about 16 years. 

My path is so blessed now and by keeping my eyes 
and heart and mind focused on Him and His light, I 

truly believe that He is going to reveal Himself again when 
He opens the gates that will send me home. 

— R.D.
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While I watched Fr. Virgil Petermeier, osc, struggle across many years as 
he worked at writing his book on his Asmat experience, “Encountering 
God in a Rainforest: Crosier Missionaries in Papua, Indonesia,” I often 
said to him and to our confreres, “Well, if writing a book were so easy, 
we’d all have written one!” But now Fr. Virgil has—finally, and I 
thought it would be interesting to ask him what this great task was 
actually like for him.  

Fr. Virgil mentioned three main 
challenges. The first was defining what the 
book would be about and setting a style 
to get to that content. A thousand stories 
could have been told, but which one 
would this book be? The second was 
disciplining himself as a very active 
people-person to sit in solitary time day 
after day to do the very individual and 
lonely task of writing.  Third, the battle of 
revising and revising and revising as 
others’ comments helped shape some 
sections for further development while 
editing out—often much-loved pieces that 
just had to go for various reasons from 
this particular telling.

On the other hand, the work and 
experience of writing brought the blessing 
of connecting Fr. Virgil once again with 
his 30 years of mission experience while 
also enabling a deeper integration and 
appreciation for all that happened across 
those decades with the Asmat and in 
himself, not to mention Indonesian 
national development and within the 
Church’s own missiology.  

One particular aid to Fr. Virgil’s keeping 
to the task—while sometimes really 
preferring to simply quit—was 
reminding himself that this work was 
actually a ministry, trying to capture for 
future generations the history of the 
Crosiers in Papua, the drastic changes 
the Asmat tribes experienced within a 
short span of their history and the 
wonderful manifestations of God’s 
presence and life among the Asmat even 
before any missionary had set foot upon 
their homeland.

In actuality, Fr. Virgil said this book took 
him all of 22 years to compose, for his first 
24 pages were written in the year 2000. 
However, the task was then paused for 12 
years as he returned to the United States 

and was caught up in the multitude of 
opportunities that Crosier life and service 
presented him anew. Nonetheless, in 
2012, he and fellow former missionary 
Fr. Edward Greiwe, osc, set to the task 
with renewed fervor to together draft an 
outline to capture themes of key events 
that they had both experienced in Asmat. 
(As both Fr. Ed and Fr. Virgil lived on the 
very extraverted side of human personality 
theory, one can only imagine the hours—
dare one say days or weeks?—of 
conversation required for this thematic 
outline!) Unfortunately, Fr. Ed died in 
2015, leaving Fr. Virgil alone to this most 
solitary task of writing.  

Yet, with tenacity and stints of going away 
to write, Fr. Virgil completed a draft and 
received further help from confreres and 
friends and a writing coach to hone the 
draft to its present manuscript form. What 
he presents is thus a love story of the 
Asmat, of God and of his life lived long in 
the jungles of Papua.  

Already Fr. Virgil has begun his next work, 
which he plans more as vignettes of the 
people and characters and occurrences that 
were written so very impressionably upon 
his heart, each encountered in turns of 
mystery and humanity.  

To anyone who thinks she or he wishes to 
write a book, Fr. Virgil suggests the author 
become very clear in what she or he means 
to write, that is, to conceive a very concise 
nutshell as to the what, the why and the 
whom behind their endeavor. And then one 
must design a long program of a solitary 
schedule to write and write and write, 
because a stop-and-go just cannot work. 
(Unless you have 21 years to finish!).   @

Fr. Kermit Holl, osc, is filial prior of the  
Crosier Fathers and Brothers in Onamia.

FR. VIRGIL PETERMEIER, osc, 
shares his book-writing experience 
with tips for would-be authors

Suggested 
Donation

plus $5 shipping & handling

$25

By Fr. Kermit Holl, osc 

If you would like to order an 
autographed copy of 

Fr. Virgil’s book, 
 

“Encountering God 
in a Rainforest: 

Crosier Missionaries in 
Papua, Indonesia,” 

 
please send an email to 

papuaosc@crosier.org. 
 

The suggested donation is 
$25 per book plus $5 shipping 

and handling. 
 

There is a volume discount on 
shipping for 10 or more books.

Fr. Virgil Petermeier, osc

Fr. Virgil hopes you enjoy reading 
about his experience in Papua 

and that your encounter with our 
sisters and brothers of different 

cultures and places will be just as 
meaningful and rich as his was.



S P R I N G  2 0 2 2  7

People often ask Crosiers, “What is your mission?” Our reply is that we “touch suffering with hope.” 
Nowhere is this more apparent than in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), where we offer 
hope by serving others.   

GOOD STEWARDSHIP OF MISSION GIFTS  
VITAL TO CROSIER FUNDRAISING EFFORTS 

Holy Cross Catholic School in Butembo
When Fr. Georges Mwenge, osc, proposed building a school, it seemed 
unrealistic. Where would funding come from? “From people of 
goodwill,” Fr. Georges thought to himself. He was right, thanks to the 
generosity of our donors in the United States. Today, the 
administration building and 30 classrooms are complete; the school 
will open in September 2022 and enroll 1,600 students! While there is 
more to do—building classrooms, a library and a computer lab—we are 
so grateful. We were very moved by Joey Herrington, a 16-year-old 
youth in Phoenix, who started his own fundraising efforts in support of 
this project. Read more about Joey’s story in the next column!

Student Scholarships for College
Another significant Crosier ministry is our focus on supporting college 
education for students in need. Last year, benefactors made it possible 
for 40 students to continue their college education. We especially thank 
Mrs. Donna Kunkel, who established two scholarships for women in 
2020. Currently, four young women are studying at Holy Cross College 
in Mulo because of her visionary generosity. The Crosiers invite all 
people of goodwill to join Mrs. Kunkel in empowering more young 
women; annual tuition for college is $1,500. Together, we can help 
young people receive higher education, changing their future and that of 
their country. 

Holy Cross Listening Center 
A unique Crosier ministry, the center 
was created in 2007 to assist victims of 
war with pastoral and psychological 
care. After decades of civil strife, the 
DRC’s population has been traumatized, 
especially women and children. From its 
modest beginnings, today people come from all over eastern Congo to 
seek help at the center. In the DRC, most charities help provide food, 
water, medication, mosquito nets and the like. While these are necessary, 
people also need spiritual, pastoral and psychological support, which they 
find at the center. Those who seek help cannot pay for services; most 
patients are traumatized women, former child soldiers and displaced 
families. Crosiers rely on donor gifts to meet such desperate need.

Days for Girls Butembo 

Crosiers partner with Days for Girls (DFG), a nonprofit organization 
distributing sustainable menstrual health solutions to girls who 
otherwise must miss school. Thanks once again to our generous 
donors, DFG Butembo is educating girls and providing re-usable kits, 
thus ensuring no more missed school days. It is a simple solution with 
lasting impact.

Jesus said, “Whatever you have done to the least of these, you have 
done to me.” While no one person or entity can end all suffering, 
together we are making a powerful difference. Thank you for helping 
us serve the least among our brothers and sisters. If you are interested 
in supporting the Crosiers’ mission work, please contact Fr. Hubert at 
hubert@crosier.org to learn how to help.    @

Phoenix student 
supports school 
building project in 
Butembo
We are very moved by Joey Herrington, a 16-year-old young 
man whose solidarity with Butembo’s children is extraordinary. 
Joey first learned about the Butembo school project from 
Fr. Alex Juguilon, osc, who was his 6th-, 7th- and 8th-grade 
teacher at St. Gregory Catholic School in Phoenix.

His parents instilled in him to give back to those in need 
whenever he had the opportunity. When Joey began his first job, 
they suggested he tithe a percentage of his wages to an 
organization that meant a lot to him. And he did just that, 
choosing to support the Butembo school. 

In 7th grade, he ran a lemonade stand and donated 100 percent 
of the earnings to the Crosier school. Joey even inspired other 
members of his family and other students at St. Greg’s to help 
with this effort. He appreciated his Catholic education and 
wanted to give other kids a chance to have that as well. 

Joey is now a sophomore in high school and works in a barber 
shop in his spare time. He still contributes toward the project.

As he said, “An education has the potential to change the course 
of someone’s life for generations and everyone deserves that 
opportunity.” Joey’s kindness will be remembered, and a 
classroom will be named in his honor. God bless you, Joey, and 
thank you!   @

By Fr. Hubert Kavusa, osc

Fr. Hubert Kavusa, osc, is a member of the Crosier Fathers and Brothers in Phoenix.

Joey Herrington selflessly chose 
to support the Crosiers’ Catholic 

school project in Congo.

(Front): Fr. Vianney Mukoka, osc, 
and Fr. Benjamin Byanjiya, osc, 

bless Joey for his good works.

(L) Fr. Vianney, Joey, Fr. Benjamin and Fr. Alex Juguilon, osc, 
pose for a group photo.

We offer hope 
by serving 

others.
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I am privileged to sit next to Br. Leo 
Schoenberg, osc, in our priory church. Each 
morning at Mass, we exchange the sign of 
peace. He always gives me a great big smile, 
calls me by my name, “Ernie,” and gives me 
best wishes for the day as we embrace or 
shake hands. This indicates, I think, Br. 
Leo’s inner disposition. Though he has 
suffered some from anxiety, and in his aging 
is losing some of his short-term memory, he 
is and always has been a very peaceful and 
friendly person.

Born on March 31, 1933, Br. Leo is 89 
years old. On March 19, he celebrated his 
70th jubilee of religious profession as a 
brother in the Canons Regular of the Order 
of the Holy Cross.

Leo Anthony Schoenberg grew up on a 
farm near St. Michael’s Parish in Spring 
Hill, Minnesota, within the Diocese of St. 
Cloud. His family was solidly Catholic, and 
Leo has many happy memories of his 
brothers and sisters and the other children 
in the neighborhood where they lived, 
worked and played. He was the second 
youngest of ten children, two of whom died 
as infants. Two of his older brothers became 
Crosier fathers as well, Fr. Martin and Fr. 
Oscar. Their father died at age 46, and with 
Martin and Oscar away at seminary, Br. 
Leo’s older brother Victor managed the 
farm with their mother. After Victor 
married, they divided the house in two 
sections so Victor’s family could live in one 
half and the rest of the family in the other. 

Another sibling, Br. Walter, was a Crosier 
brother for several years before becoming a 
Trappist monk (Cistercian Order, Strict 
Observance) at the New Melleray Abbey in 
Iowa. Of Br. Leo’s sisters, two joined 
religious communities and two married.

Br. Leo can be very silent sometimes, but if 
you ask him a question about the “Olde 
Days,” he can wax on and on about the 
family’s farm and the buildings and 
equipment—especially the threshing 
machine—in great detail. He also loves to 
tell us about how in winter they used a 
horse-drawn sleigh to go to church. They 
had to be covered up by heavy blankets with 
warm bricks at their feet. Br. Leo has some 
nieces and nephews, and sometimes his 
eight nieces get together and make the trip 
to Onamia to visit him. We have a couple of 
very nice photos of Br. Leo surrounded by 
his nieces.

After working a few years in building and 
grounds maintenance at Our Lady of the 
Lake Seminary in Syracuse, Indiana, Br. Leo 
has been at the Crosier priory (and former 
seminary, which closed in 1989) in Onamia, 
Minnesota. He remembers these years as a 
time when he worked very hard. In the 
1950s, the priory owned a small farm of 
some 30–40 acres, and Br. Leo did the 
haying with what he remembers was very 
primitive equipment. He hauled 10-gallon 
milk cans from the creameries at Onamia 
and Isle, filled them up at the creameries, 
brought them back to the priory and 

emptied them for pasteurizing and use. He 
hauled tons of boxes of the “Crosier Family 
Monthly” (then “Crosier Missionary”) 
magazine from the Hart Press in Long 
Prairie, Minnesota, for mailing. He 
remembers, too, hauling tons and tons of 
trash from the seminary. He was also 
responsible for managing the boilers for the 
priory/seminary building, which in the old 
days used coal as fuel. He shoveled the coal, 
stoked the fires and later barreled the 
“klinkers” (or slag) and hauled it away.

Later, he managed the fleet of cars needed 
by the priory, did much of the work on the 
lawns in summer and took care of snow 
removal in winter.

Br. Leo’s hobby in later years was 
developing scrapbooks where he collected 
beautiful pictures of nature scenes that 
delighted him and copied poems and 
sayings he found very meaningful.

He told me about a dream he had years 
ago. In this dream, he became a kind of 
human storehouse where honey bees stored 
tons of honey that he could then share with 
others. This was perhaps one of those very 
special symbolic dreams that sums up a 
person’s life. Br. Leo gave his love in great 
service to the members of our Order and to 
our apostolates always with a willing and 
kind heart.   @

Fr. Ernie Martello, osc, is a member of the 

Crosier Fathers and Brothers in Onamia.

By Fr. Ernie Martello, osc

Br. Leo Schoenberg, osc,  

CELEBRATES 
70 YEARS 
OF PROFESSION Br. Leo Schoenberg, osc
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Our beloved confrere died at 
the beginning of Advent. In his 
homily, Fr. Kermit Holl, osc, 
reflected on and captured 
both the spirit of the season 
and of Br. Emil:

The scriptures we’ve heard this 
morning probably have a timely ring to 
them, for they are of the Advent season 
whose first week we are just 
completing. And Advent, as we know 
so well here in the north, is that season 
of light-in-the-darkness as well as a 
reminder that God’s time is not our 
time, and God’s ways are not our 
ways—even in the things of salvation. 
Indeed, were it up to us, we would still 
want the light of Emil in our midst and 
him hearty and hale in his usual energy 
and personality.  But that is no longer 
to be, for his destiny entered fully into 
the hands of God a week ago today.

Even so, the rich ethos of Advent holds 
us in faith in our grief and our joy, our 
sorrow and our expectations. For 
already from ancient times, our Lord 
of Advent offered “comfort” always to 
peoples who struggled to cope with 
grief and suffering and 
disappointment. In particular, Isaiah, 
the great prophet of the season, spoke 
of “the way of the Lord” that “fills in 
valleys” and makes “rugged land 
plain.” A voice cries out “glad tidings 
and good news,” for “the Word of the 
Lord stands forever, and God comes 
with power to feed the flock and lead 
the lambs with care.” What a Word we 
need to hear, “Comfort, give comfort 
to my people,” says our God.

Of course, our faith does this for us—
for we know, as St. Paul conveyed in 
his Letter to the Romans, that our 

baptism into Christ “buries us with 
him” exactly so that we might also rise 
up with him in the glory of God. This 
is truly the power of the Cross as it 
removes us from the dominion of death 
and makes us alive to God forever 
through Christ Jesus. And this exactly 
is the faith that the very young John 
Emil Hartman “put on” when he was 
baptized at St. Joseph’s Church in 
Wichita, Kansas, on June 4, 1939, and 
when he committed himself to the 
Order of the Holy Cross through his 
first profession of religious vows in 
Hastings, Nebraska, on Aug. 28, 1955, 
a mere 16 years later! Thus, captured 
by Christ, Emil spent the rest of his life 
trying to know the Cross and its 
power to save.  

To this end, Emil was not shy 
in this search for wisdom in 
imitation of the two mentors 
we met in the Gospel who were 
sent to Jesus by John the Baptist to 
ask, “Are you the one who is to come, 
or should we look for another?” And 
they got it right; Jesus was “the One” 
who made clearer the vision and more 
steadfast the walk and more sure the 
good news to the poor.  Likewise for 
Emil, his Crosier vocation helped him 
follow “the One” who called to him to 
join in this task of sanctification for 
himself, for his confreres, and in 
communion with the world.

In all this, Br. Emil was an Advent 
believer who sought the Lord and was 
delighted at every turn when he saw 
and heard the “good news” of 
salvation, which he would be delighted 
to share with others. Indeed, often we 
would hear from Emil, “I just never 
thought of that before. That is really 
kind of neat.” And he would reflect on 

his life and faith anew and find 
renewed confidence in the challenges 
and blessings of the days and events to 
come, for he was clearly a man of 
strong faith who believed what the 
Lord had foretold from of old as he 
sought to live up to the confidence that 
God had entrusted to him.

And, let me add to all this, how happy 
Emil was that he got to share this 
earthly journey with us.  Happy, 
happy, delighted. You know this; you 
know how much Emil loved to be a 
Hartman and how he loved to be a 
Crosier. He was so proud of his family 
and your farming enterprises; he was 

thrilled again and again at the 
telling and retelling of every 

hunting story since time 
began—of skunks and 
mountainside antics and 
cowboy breakfasts and 

double-seated outhouses (side 
by side, we were led to believe). 

And nothing was true until Vin said it 
was true.  (More than once at our 
priory Mass when the lector would 
say, “The Word of the Lord,” Emil 
would say, “I’m gonna have to check 
with Vin on that.”) 

Emil loved all the Hartmans and 
would love to have joined even in this 
gathering to savor each remembrance 
and delight. Indeed, he was already 
dreaming about the gathering he’d be 
having for his 75th anniversary of 
profession. (I’m not sure who he all 
thought would be there, but he was 
thinking about it! He even wondered 
whether we still had his novitiate baby 
diaper with the Crosier cross on it 
from our celebration of his 50th jubilee 
back in 2005.) He loved you, and I’m 
sure that you were the last thing on his 

mind as he left this world and joined 
Charles and Edna and all the saints in 
the next.

Emil loved his Crosier life, too. He 
loved the unique work that he was 
asked to do, first in tailoring—
especially our Crosier habits, and 
ultimately in development where he 
visited all kinds of Crosier friends and 
donors near and far. He loved our 
brotherhood and our working 
together. He loved how his confreres 
would carry him in the charism when 
he didn’t quite get it all, but also how 
he could reciprocate with his own 
insights and dedication when someone 
else was a bit off track. And, truly, he 
was almost always a jovial, good-
spirited confrere to have around, and I 
found him very easy to love. What 
profound testimony that is—to be easy 
to love. But that was our Emil.  

My sisters and brothers, Advent is a 
season of “comfort” and “mercy,” a 
gift of God’s promises.  Yet we who 
knew Emil know that even in his 
earthly days, Emil had found “the 
One,” our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, of whom Emil told us what he 
saw and heard. Now even more, in his 
resurrected life, Emil knows the very 
fullness of the “highway for our God, 
the glory of the Lord” promised to all 
peoples. He receives his reward for a 
life lived generously. Having been 
baptized into Christ’s death, Emil is 
raised with him as well.  

And what can we but say in this hour 
to the Lord of the harvest except 
“Amen” and “Thank you”? Br. J. Emil 
Hartman, may you rest forever in 
peace. You were easy to love.  @

He attended St. John Elementary School in Clonmel, Kansas. Br. Emil entered the 
Crosier novitiate in 1954 and made his first profession of vows Aug. 28, 1955, in 
Hastings, Nebraska; renewed his vows in 1958 in Fort Wayne, Indiana; and professed 
solemn vows on Aug. 28, 1961 in Hastings.

Many of his assignments and ministries centered around Crosier Religious Life as a 
member of the Crosier communities in Hastings; Phoenix; and Onamia, Minnesota. He 
also worked at the Crosier House of Studies in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Br. Emil faithfully 
served the Crosier Fathers and Brothers through internal ministries including as a tailor 
and in janitorial and laundry services, construction, heating and air conditioning 

maintenance, retreat work and the vocation office. Br. Emil also served in the development office in Onamia from 1986 until his death, including 20 years 
as the Crosier Apostolate director. In 1991, he received the 7th Annual Crosier Recognition Award. He participated in the Hesburgh Sabbatical Program at 
Catholic Theological Union in Chicago in 2008.

He is survived by siblings Charles Vincent Hartman; Louise (Tom) Ast; Barbara (Gene) Giefer; Michael (Lisa) Hartman; Gerald (Sue) Hartman; Harold 
Hartman; and LuAnn Hartman as well as his Crosier confreres in Onamia and Phoenix and around the world.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Edna and Charles Hartman; his sisters Edna Ann Schauf; Mary Ellen Vanhorn; Elizabeth and Christine Hartman; 
and his brothers Everett and Robert Hartman; brother-in-law Ernie Schauf; and sisters-in-law Dreda and Marlene Hartman.

The Mass of Christian Burial for Br. Emil was Dec. 4 at the Crosier Priory Church in Onamia, Minnesota, with vigil and visiting beforehand. Burial took 
place at the priory cemetery. Memorials are preferred to the Crosier Fathers and Brothers, Box 500, Onamia, MN 56359-0500.

Crosiers mourn the loss of 
Br. John Emil Hartman, osc
Br. John “Emil” Emil Hartman, osc, was born May 29, 1939, in Wichita, Kansas, 
to Charles and Edna (Armour) Hartman. He was one of 13 children. 
Br. Emil died peacefully at St. Cloud Hospital in St. Cloud, Minnesota, 
on Nov. 27, 2021. He was 82.

Br. “Emil” Hartman, osc
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Here are the latest news highlights from the Crosiers around the world

     CROSIER WORLD NEWS

INDONESIA 

On March 16, 2022, the 
last four of five Crosier 
Dutch missionaries met at 
the guest house at 
Parahyangan Catholic 
University (UNPAR) in 
Bandung, Indonesia. Over 
lunch together, they shared 
stories and strengthened 
each other’s spirits.

Fr. Matias Kuppens, osc, is almost 85 years old. He arrived in Indonesia in 
1965 and lives in the Holy Cross Monastery on the island of Nias. He is 
still active in parochial work. Fr. Anton Rutten, osc, 83 years old, arrived 
in Indonesia in early 1965 and is currently enjoying retirement at the 
Pratista priory in Bandung. Fr. Fons Bogaartz, osc, age 80, arrived in 
Indonesia in early 1969 and lives in the community of St. Laurentius in 
Bandung. He is retired but still helps with pastoral services in the parish. 
Fr. Leo van Beurden, osc, age 79, arrived in Indonesia in 1970 and now 
lives in the community of Katedral Santo Petrus (St. Peter’s Cathedral) in 
Bandung. He is the chairman of the Holy Cross Foundation, which 
manages dozens of elementary and Catholic schools within the Diocese of 
Bandung, and works as vicar of the cathedral parish.

The missionaries visited the new building at Parahayangan Catholic 
University, which was just inaugurated by the president of the Republic of 
Indonesia, Joko Widodo, on Jan. 17, 2022. In front of the building is a 
statue of the founders of UNPAR, Bishop Petrus Marinus Arntz , osc, and 
Bishop Nicholas Joannes Geise, OFM.

The fifth missionary, Fr. Bertus Blessing, osc, is 93 years old. He came to 
Indonesia in 1956 and also lives at the Pratista priory in Bandung.

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF THE CONGO

On Feb. 28, 2022, Fr. Ombeni Augustin, osc, was elected 
the first prior of St. Helena Priory in Butembo. St. Helena 
was established in 2009 to accommodate post-novitiate 
formation (theology). The community was established as a 
priory by Master General Laurentius Tarpin, osc, in 
December 2021. St. Helena is the fourth priory in the new 
Province of the Martyrs of Bondo. The other priories are 
Holy Cross Priory in Mulo, St. Odilia Priory in Katwa and 
Mboka Emmaus Priory in Kinshasa. 

The Crosier Apostolate
We are pleased to welcome the newest members of the 
Crosier Apostolate who joined November 9, 2021 — April 7, 2022.  
We hope you will consider adding your name.Welcome @

Kathryn J. Hoffmann 
Greencastle, IN

Bernadine Massmann 
St. Cloud, MN

James & Deborah Wolf 
St. Rice, MN 

Prior Kambere Ombeni Augustin is pictured with his counselors. 
From L: Fr. Muhindo Mwenge Georges, osc; 

Fr. Kasereka Kataliko Augustin, osc; Fr. Kambere Ombeni 
Augustin, osc; and Fr. Nzwamba Masomo Boris, osc.

Fr. Júlio César 
Resende, osc, talks with 
parishioners about the 

2022 Fraternity 
Campaign in Brazil.

For more information or to register for our upcoming events, 
please visit our website, www.crosier.org.@ FOLLOW US 

ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

BRAZIL

Fr. Tiago Van Winden, osc, celebrated his 91st birthday, 
making him an important presence in the history of the 
Crosiers in Brazil. During Lent, Fr. Júlio César Resende, osc, 
visited the different dioceses of Brazil for the formation of 
local churches regarding the 2022 Fraternity Campaign.    @
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James F. Binz 
Our Lady of the Lake 
Seminary, 1962

Lewis E. Blaising 
Our Lady of the Lake 
Seminary, 1960

John M. Brnjas 
Our Lady of the Lake 
Seminary, 1960

Michael A. Bueter 
Our Lady of the Lake 
Seminary, 1972

Norbert W. Duray Jr. 
Wawasee Prep, 1973

Charles D. Eyanson Jr. 
Our Lady of the Lake 
Seminary, 1961

Rev. Fr. Thomas E. Fox 
Wawasee Prep, 1954

William P. Gruszka Sr. 
Sacred Heart Seminary, 
1949

Vincent J. Heidenreich 
Our Lady of the Lake 
Seminary, 1963

Deacon Leo M. Howard 
Crosier High School, 1948

Nicholas “Nick” W. John 
Crosier College, 1970

Thomas F. Pisut Jr. 
Our Lady of the Lake 
Seminary, 1956

Edmund L. Risch 
Sacred Heart Seminary, 
1951

Richard “Dick” J. Rotchadl 
Crosier College, 1970

Deacon Donald Lee 
Schnurr 
Sacred Heart Seminary, 
1948

Robert J. Simon 
Crosier College, 1951

Eugene N. Tessier 
Crosier High School, 1956

Rev. Camillo Tirabassi 
Our Lady of the Lake 
Seminary, 1953

Rev. David W. Tushar 
Crosier High School, 1967

Rev. Richard R. Villano 
Crosier College, 1953

REST IN PEACE
Please join us in remembering in your prayers the following 
Crosier alumni and relatives who recently died. We send our 

heartfelt condolences to their families and friends.

Note:  The Crosier Fathers and Brothers founded and operated Crosier Seminary 
in Onamia, Minnesota (1922–1989), Sacred Heart Seminary in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana (1939–1948), and Our Lady of the Lake Seminary and 
Wawasee Prep in Syracuse, Indiana (1948–1975). 

A charitable gift annuity is a gift that 
supports the life and work of the Crosiers 
and also provides a fixed stream of income 
to the benefactor for life. Because it is both 
a gift and an investment, you are able to 
make a significant gift to the Crosiers and 
have current income to meet your own 
financial needs. Here’s how it works: 

•  In return for a gift of money or property 
(minimum gift of $1,000), the Crosiers 
agree to pay the donor or donors a fixed 
income for life. Interest rates paid on the 
annuities are fixed and guaranteed for 
life. See the table, and compare these 
rates with other similar investments.

•  You receive a generous tax deduction for 
your gift in the year it was made.

•  A significant portion of each annuity 
payment you receive during your 
lifetime is tax-free.

•  You become a partner with the Crosier 
Fathers and Brothers in our mission, 
and we will remember you in our daily 
prayers and Masses.

•  After your death, the remaining portion 
of your Gift Annuity will be used to 
support Crosier life and ministries. 

55 ........ 3.7

56 ....... 3.7

57  ....... 3.8

58........ 3.8

59 ........ 3.9

60 ....... 3.9

61  ....... 4.0

62  ....... 4.0

63 ....... 4.1

64 ....... 4.2

65  ....... 4.2

66 ....... 4.3

67 ........ 4.4

68 ....... 4.5

69 ........ 4.6

70  ....... 4.7

71  ....... 4.8

72  ....... 4.9

73  ....... 5.1

74  ....... 5.2

75  ....... 5.4

76  ....... 5.6

77........ 5.8

78  ....... 6.0

79 ........ 6.2

80 ....... 6.5

81  ....... 6.7

82 ....... 7.0

83 ....... 7.2

84 ....... 7.4

85 ....... 7.6

86 ....... 7.8

87 ........ 8.0

88 ....... 8.2

89........ 8.4

90+ ..... 8.6

CROSIER GIFT ANNUITY APPLICATION, 
WILL AND STOCK INFORMATION

 I wish to apply for a Crosier Annuity*

NAME  �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

ADDRESS   ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

CITY / STATE / ZIP  ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 

PHONE  ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

FIRST ANNUITANT SS# �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  BIRTH DATE ��������������������������������������������������

SECOND ANNUITANT SS# ������������������������������������������������������������������������������  BIRTH DATE ��������������������������������������������������

If you wish to take out an Annuity, please indicate payments desired.

ANNUALLY ������������������������������������  SEMI-ANNUALLY �����������������������������������������  QUARTERLY �������������������������������������������

 Please send me more information about including the Crosiers in my will.
  I would like a representative from the Crosiers to contact me about including 
the Crosiers in my will.

 Yes, I have already included the Crosiers in my will.
 I would like to make a gift of appreciated stock. Please call me.
 I am interested in making a direct gift from my IRA account. Please call me.

Make checks payable to the 
Crosier Fathers and Brothers and send to: 

Crosier Fathers and Brothers 
attn: Elisabeth Wisthoff 
PO Box 90428 • Phoenix, AZ 85066-0428

*  Currently, Charitable Gift Annuities are not available in Arkansas, California, 
Hawaii, Maine, New Jersey, New York, South Dakota, Tennessee or Washington.

RATES FOR GIFT ANNUITIES 
[SINGLE LIFE]

For questions or more information, please call: 

602-443-7100

Consider a Charitable Gift Annuity—It may be right for you

AGE      % RATE AGE      % RATE

@

Bearing our gifts of community, prayer and service to 
the Church and world for more than 800 years

OUR NEXT GENERATION OF CROSIERS:  
from left: Fr. Alex Juguilon, osc – Fr. Ilo Susilo, osc – Fr. Tom Enneking, osc 

Br. Daniel Hernández, osc – Fr. Kavusa Mulekya Hubert, osc – Fr. Sambya Zawadi, osc. 

Living Together for God Alone

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CROSIERS, 
PLEASE CONTACT US

602-443-7100  •  crosier@crosier.org  •  www.crosier.org

The Crosier Fathers and Brothers
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Crosier Fathers and Brothers

  IN THE CROSS, SALVATION

Through the generosity of donors, 
the Crosiers are able to serve young men, women and 

families in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

By being good stewards of mission gifts, the Crosiers are 

able to bring hope to those who are in desperate need.

Crosier Fathers and Brothers

  IN THE CROSS, SALVATION

This year marks the 

70th YEAR 
of profession for 

Br. Leo Schoenberg, osc!

May God’s blessings 
continue to be with him.

Be sure to visit 
www.crosier.org 

for 
upcoming 
programs. 

FR. TOM ENNEKING, OSC, REFLECTS ON 
HIS MULTI-DIMENSIONAL LIFE AS THE 

CONVENTUAL PRIOR., The Crosiers’ jail 

ministry in Arizona has provided spiritual 

guidance, healing and hope to many 

incarcerated men.


