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RJR

1

AFRICAN MASK

I see deep spirit of celebration always emerging from African chaos.   

1

2

ANNIVERSARY DOVE

I offered this gift to a friend celebrating significant 25 years. 

2

3

EYEBALLING THE BUSINESS

Eyes are not easy!  

3

4

BL. THEODORE DE CELLES 

The Founder has profoundly affected my whole life.

4

5

BRAZIL BIRD 

For a friend who so sweetly served me.

5

6

CARNAVAL 

I was astounded by Carnaval in Brazil.

6

7

CARRYING THE GLORIOUS CROSS 

The Glorious Cross is my spirituality.

7

8

CHINESE TOMB 

I painted this for a colleague fascinated by China.

8

9
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CHURCH AT SOUTH MOUNTAIN 

This is a church we only dreamed about building.

9

10

THE ARCHBISHOP’S COAT OF ARMS

My friend, Gianni, is a man of position. 

10

11

SERVICE TO ALL 

A logo I created for immigration services.

11

12

JESUS OF THE DESERT 

A gift once given to me has become a gift to others.

12

13

JESUS THE MILD 

I painted this long into a Brazilian night.

13

14

LADY JUSTICE 

I want Derrick to be a good lawyer.

14

15

GOD’S SIMPLICITY

I like small, remote chapels for prayer.

15

16

FILIPINO CHRIST CHILD

The impact of culture on religious practice is wonderful. 

16

17

FRANCIS OF EUROPE 

Behold, a God-send!

17

18
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INDONESIAN BRIDGE 

I never thought I could paint water flowing.

18

19

MEXICAN SHRIMP BOAT 

This is my second painting, as I looked out on a Mexican gulf.

19

20

ST. CATHERINE OF SIENNA

One of my favorite saints who spoke truth to power.

20

21

MARA IN YELLOW

A friend wanted a yellow flower. 

21

22

ST. SHARBEL

One of my best friends bears his name. 

22

23

FATHER 

I wondered if others would see God in this.

23

24

SON 

I see Jesus as totally free.

24

25

Spirit  
It’s hard to imagine a spiritual form.

25

26

YOU ARE TRINITY

I tried to picture, not explain, Trinity. 

26

27
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AFRICAN WARRIOR 

I think of my religious African colleagues like this.

27

28

YAVAPAI FALLS 

My friend’s favorite spot in Arizona.

28

29

YEAR OF THE HORSE 

Obviously, I do not know Chinese.

29

30

YELLOWSTONE RIVER 

I was taken by the power of this river.

30

31

WAY OF THE CROSS 

One of my first artistic inspirations was to paint the journey. 

31

32

JESUS IS CONDEMNED BY PILATE.

The crown of thorns is constant throughout.

32

33

JESUS CARRIES HIS CROSS 

His face is painted paler at each Station.

33

34

JESUS FALLS FIRST TIME 

I depict this fall as a more than a stumble.

34

35

JESUS MEETS HIS MOTHER 

Their face-to-face meeting shows mutual pain.

35

36
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Simon of Cyrene takes cross 

I tried to show Cyrene as an unwilling collaborator.

36

37

VERONICA WIPES JESUS’ FACE 

Her veil is but a glimpse of the depth of his suffering.

37

38

JESUS FALLS SECOND TIME 

The second fall appears harder than the first.

38

39

JESUS MEETS JERUSALEM WOMEN

I wanted to depict the real sadness of their tears.

39

40

JESUS FALLS THIRD TIME 

My brush takes him to a full collapse.

40

41

JESUS STRIPPED OF HIS GARMENTS 

I just could not paint him naked.

41

42

JESUS IS CRUCIFIED 

I wanted to show his willingness.

42

43

JESUS DIES 

My goal was to make glory of his death.

43

44

JESUS TAKEN DOWN FROM CROSS 

My own Pietà.

44

45
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JESUS BURIED 

I buried the crown as the symbol of it all.

45

46

JESUS RISES FROM DEAD 

The sun is meant to proclaim it all.

46

47

“O” ANTIPHONS DEC. 17 -23
Intense Preparation for Christmas

47

48

“O” WISDOM ANTIPHON 
Advent, Dec. 17

The “O” throughout surrounds the same Christ in symbols, 
here as the all-seeing Christ-Wisdom.

48

49

“O” ADONAI ANTIPHON 
Advent, Dec. 18

Christ-Adonai is pictured as the fulfillment of the Covenant.

49

50

“O” ROOT OF JESSE ANTIPHON 
Advent, Dec. 19

I emphasized the roots of the tree, which is Christ-Jesse.

50

51

“O” KING OF DAVID ANTIPHON 
Advent, Dec. 20

The key depicts Christ as Son of King David.

51

52

“O” DAYSPRING ANTIPHON 
Advent, Dec. 21

Christ-Dayspring is represented by the sun symbol.

52

53

“O” KING OF THE NATIONS ANTIPHON 
Advent, Dec. 22

The crown points to Christ-King of the Nations. 

53

54
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“O” EMMANUEL ANTIPHON 
Advent, Dec. 23

The bundled baby signifies Christ-Emmanuel.

54

55

JESUS ICON 

I wanted to portray a more youthful, but intense Christ.

55

56

ASMAT SUNSET FISHING 

It took me a whole roll of film in the jungles of New Guinea 
to get the net just right for this painting.

56

57

GREEK ENTRY 

I just happened on this doorway in Greece while strolling.

57

58

EUANGELION 

My Eastern Church experience inspired this image of a Gospel book cover.

58

59

PRETTY FACE

A gift to a dear friend of many years.

59

60

MT. CLARET 

A once famous resort-turned-retreat-house captured my fancy.

60

61

SULTAN’S MASK 

I spent lots of time looking at fascinating images like this in Indonesia.

61

62

ASIAN BRIDGE 

I was attracted by the red of this bridge.

62

63
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EUROPEAN BRIDGE 

I painted this bridge because it is real.

63

64

SOUTHERN BRIDGE 

Keeping the wood beams rightly connected and in perspective was a challenge.

64

65

PASSOVER TRILOGY 

I wanted to give the bridges religious significance.

65

66

CROSIER WORLD 

I painted this for our international leader to show where we are.

66

67

WASHINGTON AT MT. RUSHMORE 

An unusual view I thought worth painting.  The nose had to be just right.

67

68

COLOMBIAN BALCONIES 

An attempt to paint quaint.

68

69

HOMELESS IN BOGOTÁ 

As I was passing by the back door of the cathedral, I happened on her.

69

70

OMAHA ECLIPSE
A stylistic depiction of a real event. 

70

71

MT. WASHINGTON 

Every time I visit home in Pittsburgh, I go to the top for lunch and look down.

71

72
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TOLEDO HOUSE

Emily’s dear and unforgettable “homestead.” 

72

73

FRANCIS AT WALL 

I wanted to show the immensity of the man.

73

74

PIZZOFERRATO 

It was a thrill to be in the Italian village of my grandfather.

74

75

ST. JUNÍPERO SERRA 

Despite the controversy about his missionary style, I wanted to honor him.

75

76

ITALIAN DOOR  

How could a doorway be so lovely?

76

77

THE REAL JESUS

The scientists say this is how he really looked, so I wanted to paint him.

77

78

COLOMBIAN BOY

This little fellow caught my eye with the tear in his trousers.

78

79

RJR, JR 

This boy from the jungles of New Guinea bears my name, 
not that of his head-hunter and cannibal grandfather!

79

80

EVA 

The daughter showed me a photo of her mom and I painted her in motion.

80

81
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O’KANE HOME, IRELAND

At the death of their parents, the children wanted a remembrance of their home.

81

82

PAPUAN BOY 

I saw him first in the jungle.

82

83

ITALIAN NETSWORK 

The fisherman stood up from his chair and I snapped the photo .

83

84

SIGNORA CAUDA 

Her children still remember her favorite dress.

84

85

WOMEN OF  COLOR 

I liked all the colors I saw.

85

86

MAI-MAI 

This child was a soldier in the Congo in Africa.

86

87

ONE-HUNDRED SIXTY 

See the Brazilian couple in the window at the far left of their 160-year-old house. 

87

88

CARIBBEAN VENDOR 

This colorful woman stood apart from three other vendor friends. 

88

89

HOLY CROSS CB 

Practically every quarter-size piece of this painting took an hour to complete.

89

90
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NAKED GUNNER 

A war-time photo inspired this painting.

90

91

TWO TEEPEES 

I was particularly drawn to the moon.

91

92

NINE/SIX/ONE 

A caricature of a photo taken by a boating tourist 6 days 
before 911.  Notice the menacing plane wing on the left side.

92

93

WINDOW BOX 

The postage-size painting was a wedding gift to friends.

93

94

CONSECRATED GARDEN 

When I saw the windows, I had to paint the scene.

94

95

BENCH SUNSET 

I wanted to imagine myself retired.

95

96

VIEW FROM THE RECTORY 

I snapped the photo behind this painting from a rectory window.

96

97

AWAITING DAWN 

A restful scene for me.

97

98

TILTED TOWER 

The three birds cover an error I couldn’t correct.

98

99
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ORDER OF SAMSON 

A colleague's stance at St. Peter’s Square reminded me of Biblical Samson. 

99

100

MASSI BEAUTY

I have seen such beauty with my own eyes in Tanzania.

100

101

FREEDOM KISS 

I painted this the week she died.

101

102

MOON GAZE 

A big challenge was keeping the moose from looking glued flat to the moon.

102

103

ROMAN GENERAL 

One of the best bosses I ever had.

103

104

INTO YOUR HANDS 

He considers me his father because I rescued him from migration misery.

104

105

LOST GARDEN 

One of many monasteries never recovered after the French Revolution.

105

106

EAST MONK 

We climbed to his mountain-top refuge and he offered us bread to eat.

106

107

JOY BOY NOW FIFTY

It was the glow of the light from the lamp that attracted my eye.

107

108



4/14/20

13

MUSICA BAHASA 

This Indonesian lad is a member of a bamboo music band.

108

109

A FAMILY MATTER

I painted this as my 2016 Christmas card.

109

110

THREE  EAST 

I wanted to say something different about the Three Kings.

110

111

CITY HALL LEUVEN 

I almost gave up three times on this painting.

111

112

GUARD 

I passed by these noble men many times in Roman chapter of my life.

112

113

FATHER AUGUSTINE 

I muse like him sometimes.

113

114

LADY’S WARRIOR 

He caught my eye as he passed by in a religious procession in Mexico.

114

115

POLE BIRD 

I painted this after I glanced out my window one afternoon.

115

116

DETERMINED TO FLY 

From a photo on a wall in a Las Vegas restaurant.

116

117
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WAR AT PEACE 

A friend’s uncle, a naturalized Italian priest, serving American troops in WWII.

117

118

FLOWERING FAITH 

I came across this peaceful scene on a walk in Greece.

118

119

QUIET HOUR 

The scene makes serene.

119

120

DOUBLE GUARD 

I passed through the Bronze Door many times.

120

121

CANOEING WITH TOM 

Tom asked me to paint his now dead friend from a old black and white photo.

121

122

LASTING REMEMBRANCE 

In grief-counseling, Lupita told me about her last memory of her young husband.

122

123

FATHER D. 

I never knew him, but I heard a lot about him.

123

124

PAUL’S BELLS 

My elderly painting mentor asked me to paint this for him!

124

125

THREE LOVES 

A pastor-friend confessed his love for his parish, golf and Donald Duck.

125

126
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EHRENSTEIN LOST 

A quaint German monastery regained after the French Revolution.

126

127

MOM & DAD WEVITA 

Parents of a good Sri Lankan friend.

127

128

FROM THE STREETS 

I was part of this Congolese street kid’s recovery.

128

129

RON-JOHN 

My little brother.

129

130

IN-TOWN CONTEMPLATION 

A mission church still standing and open in Old Town Scottsdale AZ.

130

131

ROHINYA LAD

I wanted to honor this young Moslem persecuted in Myanmar.

131

132

CHEROKEE CHIEF 

The nobility of this Native American chief inspires me.

132

133

A NIGHT OF TERROR 

Three women asked to be tattooed like this after the Las Vegas shootings.

133

134

THE 8 BEATITUDES 

I wanted the hands to express the spirituality.

134

135
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HOME 

This painting has become a popular refrigerator magnet!

135

136

HISTORY 800

Recording 800 years on one tableau can only be done in small. 

136

137

OUR SAINTS

Representing Christ, Augustine, Theodore, Odilia and Helena.

137

138

FRAGMENT HISTORY 

Centuries in miniature.

138

139

DAVID R.I.P.  

I painted this for my sister from the last photo of her son. 

139

140

HORSE OF RETRIBUTION 

I tried to represent some of the fury of the Apocalypse.

140

141

HORSE OF WAR  

I wanted this horse to look formidable.

141

142

HORSE OF FAMINE  

This horse requires justice.

142

143

HORSE OF DEATH  

The task was to paint living death.

143

144
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APOCALYPSE ANGEL

Not having ever met an angel. 

144

145

FOUR HORSEMEN WITH ANGEL

I created my own frame to express the movement of the horses.

145

146

SAN CARLOS LWANGA  

I met saints like this holy Ugandan in Africa.

146

147

FAMILY FEUD  

Scholastica prayed up a storm to keep twin Benedict in all night conversation.

147

148

A DAY IN THE CITY  

The level of sophistication in Lebanon surprised me.

148

149

AMICE 

I succeeded in making my Bishop friend look like himself.

149

150

MORNING WALK

From the family album of some friends.  

150

151

BISHOP TOM 

I painted my grief at the loss of a dear friend.

151

152

ARUNA’S FOLKS 

Someone heard I painted and ask for a portrait of his parents.

152

153
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CROSS MISSION

Touching suffering with hope is the community mission. 

153

154

IN DIALOGUE WITH ISLAM 

My desire was to show beauty in Islam.

154

155

DOWN TO EGYPT  

I wanted simplicity to create impact.

155

156

CHRISTMAS 2018  

The story is basic, however portrayed.

156

157

ON WHOSE SHOULDERS  

I meant this to be a statement our group identity.

157

158

TOUCHING SUFFERING WITH HOPE  

An African Archbishop now has this on his desk.

158

159

BISHOP AUGUSTINE  

The frame adds interest.  

159

160

OSCAR

The poor converted him from church bureaucracy in El Salvador.

160

161

PRECIOUS BLOOD:  abebitis autem
I am experimenting with illuminating letters according to medieval tradition.

161

162
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TAKEN DOWN:  epónens Joseph corpus Jesu
A representation of taking Jesus down from the cross.

162

163

GARDEN PRAYER:  ósitis génibus orábat

The symbols tell the story of the text.

163

164

UNROYAL CROWN:  t genufléxo ante eum
I wanted to be careful with colors.

164

165

FIVE WOUNDS:   nus mílitum láncea
The text says, “A soldier pierced.” 

165

166

JESUS SHROUDED:  oseph, nóbilis decúrio

My aim was to create a different kind of shroud.

166

167

LANCE AND NAILS:  nglórius erit
The hammers make the point.

167

168

SIR THOMAS MORE

This saint is one of the great inspirations for my life.

168

169

THE COSMIC CHRIST  

I wanted to portray the variety of races and cultures in the face.

169

170

NEWMAN OF CENTERS  

To honor the great intellect of soon to be canonized John Henry Newman.

170

171



4/14/20

20

A PEOPLE IN DARKNESS

I wanted this painting to speak .

171

172

GUADALUPE

A different look for Guadalupe. 

172

173

SHARBEL ENTOMBED  

Peering through the screen.

173

174

SHARBEL  ON HIGH  

The ray of light on this gigantic statue of the Saint caught my attention.

174

175

SHARBEL BORN  

I saw a spiritual warrior in this image at his birthplace.

175

176

TRIPTICH OF HOLINESS  

Giving some sense of life-span for this monk.

176

177

CARO MONSIGNORE 

I am grateful to this man who opened many Vatican doors for me.

177

178

SELF-PORTRAIT ON GLASS  

I used flags and symbols to tell my story.

178

179

WE THREE KINGS  

I had to seriously use magnification to paint this.

179

180
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FRIEND GONE  

Painted for someone significant that could not be at the funeral.

180

181

GAMALIEL  

I consider this my masterpiece to date.

181

182

FRETTING RAHAB

Pro-Israel prostitute, Rahab, is promised that hanging a red cord from her 
window would spare her family when Israel invaded  the Promised Land.  I 
exaggerated the cord to show how anxious Rahab might have been about all this.

182

183

MIKES’ PEAK

A scene in the Cascade Mountains in Washington State where I spent 
two weeks and where a friend fell hiking:  “Look but don’t climb!”

183

184

RUSSIA’S CANONRY

I know well the two priests who put the two steeples 
on this Catholic Church in Russia.

184

185

PASSION FOR ORANGES

Oranges are the favorite fruit of a friend 
who asked me to paint them--done with pens.

185

186

ROUND CLOWN

Painted for a child.

186

187

AROUND THE TOWN CLOWN

Painted for a child who loves cars.

187

188

WIZARD CLOWN

Painted for a whiz-kid.

188

189
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CLOWNING IN THE LIBRARY

Painted for a very young book lover.

189

190

CANVAS CLOWN

Painted for a budding artist.

190

191

IN A HURRY

I saw a woman hurrying on a street in Phoenix.

191

192

JOSIE’S MOM

My sister requested a painting of our mother.

192

193

IS IT 50?

An abstract of a very concrete 50 years of priesthood.

193

194

A FATHER’S SON

I heard a young Indonesia Crosier speak about his father 
and was moved to paint his picture for him.

194

195

HOLY MOTHER

I was experimenting with depicting a very common image.

195

196

ROCK GARDEN

These little desert  flowers in the mist of rocks caught my attention.

196

197

EARLY BLOOM

If you look close, the desert can be really beautiful.

197

198
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SEPTEMBER BLOOM

A barrel cactus with its summer bloom inspired me.

198

199

PRETTY OUCH

The number of red buds on this cactus amazed me.

199

200

SHAWN’S KING

A pastor asked me to paint this as he takes over his new parish.

200

201

THE NEW KING

My gift to an Episcopalian priest-friend elected Bishop.

201

202

WORTH HIS WEIGHT IN CRYSTAL

A gift of a paperweight led to this painting.

202

203

ANGELIQUE’S ROSARY

A Congolese Crosier’s grandmother prayed the rosary for him daily as he 
began serving in the strange land of the U.S.

203

204

THE EYES OF GOD

I wanted to invite to a contemplative gaze.

204

205

WHO ARE YOU?

This is a first attempt at male anatomy in simple lines. 

205

206

IS IT YOU, O CHRIST?

I wanted to give a different visual twist to the Jesus’ Via Sacris.

206

207
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MENTOR

I have known wonderful artist Paul Grella for some 40 years.

207

208

TOWELING

A second attempt at male anatomy, 

208

209

A PROPHET WITHOUT HONOR

I was very inspired by Chinese Dr. Li Wenliang who announced the 
coronavirus, was harassed by the police for it and eventually died of it.

209

210

LITTLE BROTHER

A third attempt at male anatomy and I’m getting better.

210

211

MOTHER AT PEACE

I painted this as a tribute to Br. Jim Lewandowski’s mother 
who died recently in her 90’s.

211

212

MI CASA ES SU CASA

A welcome home card for Fr. Ilo on his return from Indonesia.

212

213

MARY PAT’S MOTHER

My sister asked me to paint a portrait of our mother. 

213

214

HALF CENTURY

I wanted to paint something playful for my 50th jubilee of priesthood.

214

215

FINAL TOUCH

The reredos in the Priory—the artist loved it! 

215

216
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ONE REGAL SOUL

The story of David and Jonathan encourages me.

216

217

JIM’S BRIDE

I anointed Kelly before she died.

217

218

FRIEND OR FOE

My first digital painting on my new iPad.

218

219

DUBIOUS

I’ve had challenging relationships like this.

219

220

ANGELIC EXPECTATION

Even my pain can create beautiful things!

220

221

HAPPY EASTER 2020

My first egg experiment.

221

222

Fr. Bob Rossi, O.S.C.

223


